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Ill DIARY 
It may say June above but I'm putting this together in 

early July. We are introducing more sub-sections 

like a tongue-in-cheek It's Grim Up North and other 

one-offish bits. Keep the articles coming-- we've a 

few this issue -- also cuttings, letters and comments. 

Urban legends are our mainstay but anything vaguely 

folkloric will find a place. Nor do we attempt to 

categorise material -- your editor has been a Fortean 

for too long for his leopard spots to change. 

The story on the right tickled your 

editor. From the diary in The Guardian, 

11/6/93, it is about Jack Dormand, the 

I T'.S ALL been very noisy and 
bothersome tu Parliament 

this week., Here's a quieter 
moment, from Lord Dormand 
of. Easlngton, who recently 

former Labour MP for the colliery area Jumpedinto the nearest car-
of Easington in South-East Durham. They riage of a�.�lr�ady moving ' train. '.'I saw, a sticker on tlie 
weighed his ballot slips rather than .window .whl�h: s�id: ·'This 
count them. compartment reserved for pa-

�lents from Haswell Hospital STARTING WORK FOR THE FIRST! for� ��!�bed �·patients'. At TIME?10 THINGS YOU MIGHT BE SENT. that moment a nurse came Jn 
TO FETCH with a w�te coat, white hat 

an� so on, checking on her 
charge�. She· started count­
ing, . 'One,' two,. 'three.' she 
loqked at me and ·said: 'Who 
are you?' I said 'I'm from the 
House of Lords', and she con­
tinued, 'four, flve, 'six, seven,' tncludlmr tne: '! 

1 A tub of elbow grease 
2 Some Invisible nails 
3 A pair of rubber scissors 
4 Two dozen sky-hooks 
5 A left-handed monkey-wrench 
6 A glass hammer 
7 A long weight 
8 A horizontal ladder 
9 A right-handed mug 
1 0 A tin of strip�d paint 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1 984. Your name, addraaa and (where known) your telephone number ara now stored In a retrieval ayatem . for Folklore Frontiers correspondence purposes only. Should any­one wlah ao, their entry will ba removed. 
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I flbTH ABOUT THAT 5 j : . -

5 THE 'figend of Marlanne Falthrun...: . ered In a bizarre sexual threesome. § 
:: and . whit she was supposed . to "Marlannt was wtartnc a shawl and :: - 1 nothlnc els8." · :: :: have :· doni with a Mars bir- 1 

She was Immediately led upstairs to � E firmlY: rooted In pop mytholoo. . be searched by a policewoman. :: 
5 Now . , Tony reveals the truth for · "But, sorry folks," adds Tony. � 
S thi · first time. "There was never any Man bar, nor � 
5 .. Thi police raided a houst In whloh any Item or confectionery, anywhere :: 
5 tht Stonta were thoupt to bt taklnc near. I hatt to ruin a cood story, but � 
:: druca," he says. "Miok, Martann1 and the Mars bar was just tht Invention or �=-­
: a Mars· bar .-were allectdly all dlscov- a dirty-minded police oHicer." iuimmm11;1111111111111111111111iunt. New a . of the Worici, Sept 2.9, 1991 • uuuurru1uurm 

adaptation from Up and Down With Tha 
Rolling Stones by Tony Sanchez. 

3. 

Marsbarianne 
FailhiUII 

y Paul Scree ton 
Years ago the editor of a prestigious po­
etry magazine thought my brief one-liner 

MARSBARIANNE F AITHFULL 

was brilliant. So did I at the time 
As years go by, the reality I will relate -

or the myth - remains as potent as ever. 
The claim is that when drugs squad 
officers raided the home of Rolling Stone 
Keith Richard/s, a girl was present, clad 
only in a fur rug. She was not named at the 
time, but a picture of Marianne Falthfull 
arriving to visit Mick Jagger in jail, jux­
taposed with a headline referring to the 
basically naked girl, left the reader to 
draw the conclusion that Marianne had 
been the girl present. For those with poor 
memories, or too young to remember, in 
the mid-Sixties Richard was sentenced to 
one year's jail for permitting his house to 
be used for smoking cannabis (quashed on 
appeal) and fellow Stone Mtck Jagger 
f a c ed t h r e e  m o n t h s  in p r i s o n  f o r  
possessing pep pills (given a conditional 
discharge on appeal - they were 
Marlanne's anyway, honourable fellow). 
The sentences were unnecessarily savage 
and the issue was raised to national debate 
status by a lengthy and fair editorial in 



Jagger enjoys a Mars bar - from The Un c y c l opeadla of R o c k  b y  Angus Deayton, Jeremy Pascall and Geoffrey Perkins (Ebury Press, 1987). h�·�:�� ��--l-ifestyle 1 ore ·ly tha 

'T CS. 
But perhaps the mosl notorious incident 

ccurrrd when Krith Richard's home wa. 
·tided by the police and Mick Jaggcr wa 

hargcd wil h being in possession of a Mars 
ar and cat ing it in a manner - and · 

•\ariannc- liable 10 cause offence. 

The Times, written apparentiy by the 
editor himself, William Rees-Mogg. (•) A 
full account published immediatly after 
the appeal was a first-class record of the 
trials and furore which followed. ( ••) 

The raid took place at the home of 
Richard, Redlands, in West Wittering, 
Sussex, on Sunday evening, February 12, 
1967. Malcolm Morris, Q.C., prosecuting, 
described a young lady on a settee. "All i 
she was wearing was a light-coloured fur 
skin rug, which from time to time she 
allowed to fall, disclosing her nude body. 
She was unperturbed and apparently , 
enjoying the situation ... We are not in any 
way concerned with who that young lady 
was or may have been .... '' 

It seems that though the judiciary 
guaranteed the anonymity of the female 

guest, a majority ofthe Press juxtaposed ''nude girl'' headlines with pictures of Marianne Faithfull bearing gifts for Jagger in jail. As Oz summed up the situ­ation: ''The cruel innuendo was baste Press strategy - too ungenerous to pro­tect her completely, they were too gutless to name her outright. ·The Times, the so­called newspaper of record, was the worst offender, with a fuzzy headshot directly beneath 'Young Woman Wearing Only Fur Rug'." ( x) 
Since penning a rough draft in 1991 on the topic, I can now do no better than in­troduce at this point the most complete and fair commentary on the Mars bar rumour. To paraphrase would spoils lts flow and thrust. 

1 

Withtn hours of the re\'eiUI!On about �tananne and the rug. a crazy �tory 
began to spread through the country. lt ''as said that at the ume police mto:r· 
rupted the hous.:-pany. Jagger \\as pc:riorrntng cunndtngus wtth Mananne _who 
had a Mars bar inserted betwe.:n the lips of her vagtna. 1t ts not known trom

_ where the falsehood ori�inJt<::d but it is b.:lie\'ed that it was euher from one ot 
the police officers invol;ed in the raid or a fellow prisoner at Lewes with� need 
to embroidc:r the tale of his meeung "·ith Jagger. lt caught many cyntcal tmagt­
nations, including the staff at the satirical magazine. Prirare _Eye, 

.
a

.
nd they 

dedicated their ne.u covc:r to th.: theory. with the credulous headtng of A �tars 
bar tills that gap·. Sniggering adokscents b.:gan asking shopkeepers tor a 
'Marianne Faithful!' instead oi a �tars bar. 

Like the foremost rumours. th.: �tars bar story took on a life of its own and 
grew increasingly fantastic. Some \ ersions had all �he members of The Rolling 
Stones ntbbling away at it (even though thre.: ol them were patently not at 

r;;im* 
Redlands on the night) and in the L:nited States. the "ery same tncident was sup­
posed to have taken place at Woodstock. Christopher Gibbs. after the trial. 
consented to several newspaper interviews in which he rebuued the smutty 
claims and his assertions were brietly accepted, becaus.: as an Old Etonian and 
nephew of the Governor of Rhodesia. he was eminently credible. 

"I thought it was all a lot of nonsense. all the stupid �tars bar jokes. !thought 
it was rather childish and ungallant. It was all down to the glamour of the partic· 
ipants and the nature of vulgar journalists. The way e\'eryone was painted by the 
press was ridiculous. I found it hard to understand at the time. but now, of 
course. I realise that people are always looking for victims to get their teeth into, 
and "ictims offer themselves up unknowingly all the time. I don't think 
\1arianne and Mick were comprehending it all. I don't suppose you do until 
you've had the full glare of the searchlight on you. I did ''hat I could to protect 
them. I protested, but one is made to fed use!.:ss. Their li,·es :�nd Jcsunies '�ere 
being int.:rt'ered with by forces outside anybouy's control and there was nothing 

"Fed 
anyone could do about 11 ... says Gibbs. 

Oth<!r �uo::sts '·' ho had been Jt R.:J!Jnds '">c.tl� l.!.:(cnd�d \ brtJnn:: !Jut the: 
111\"lh >tu�k "11h ten:.�ctous mt�:ht. Thac: ,c.:mcJ 10 b.: a itoncJ au.:mpt 10 :ts�as­
;i�Jt.: \tananne's character J�d the nJicul.: 01 th.: rul_l Jnd th.: \t:1rs bar \\JS 10 
repeat itsdf for many years. Clc::uly. th.:rc had b.:.:n a concc:ncd au.:mpt to .:rode 
Jagger's reputation but the combined force _of the police. press

_ 
and j��icial sys­

tem subsc:4uently failed and had to s.:nte tor the next best. hts gtrltnc:nd. who 
was �lwavs by his side :J.r.d obviously sanctioned his sn.:ering detianc.: anyway. 

Repon�rs were irustrated by th.: \tars bar story because to relate it properly 
thev needed to use banned words like vagina. cunnilingus and oral sex. These 
days. they would refer to it as a 'perverted sex act with a chocolate bar' �ut in 
1967 thev had enormous trouble making themselves understood because at thetr 
own san�timonious check-list of forbidden words. Gossip columnists made 
snide allusions to it for months and the fact that it remained partly clandestine 

-. k- f only added to i!S attraction. Unfortunately for Mananne. the JOke ..,..came P� o 
her biographical fabric and understandably wore pap.!r thtn. In an Amencan 
ma2a.zine interview in 1987 the subject was broached again and the response 
wa; the same as it has always been. ··1 just sat there in my fur rug, with no Mars 
bar. It's a folk legend, and if people want to believe that when the cops walked 
in there was this incredible orgy going on, they will. but get it straight." . . 

* ��ORtneS:' w!��:c��':k:'� 
��u�t:!dew:!;a1J'�"!,. ��at8 
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Yeaterday, chocohollc Sera'l exhibit wu under cioN guard-to 1t09 food lane getting • mete lor art. ,. att by On the last day of Richard's trial. a final mention was made of Manannc
_ 

s 
alleged immorality. Morris asked Richard whether he w?uld expect a young 

_
gtrl 

to be embarrassed if she had nothing on but a fur rug tn the presence of etght Ne:v. men .. "We are not old men. We're not worried about petty morals." was et- � 
3tt tongue, eela.d Com­fort Eadng, ahowl the tempUtlon ol tumtng to chocolete In a criala. 

ARE .t , 
MARVELLOUS '/ ..:._, > · 

� � . 

Aa atudent Sara'• woril w.m on lhow at the Cheltenhem and 
Qlouc: .. ter College of 
�!���r.,1�d���tto11�·ea't'-� 
could eat •• I woriledl 

Richard's famously indignant response. 
_ MarS ,�: , ��;};l 

riiiii4J A � 1'... • ... MIA''"'A L.---------

.... ���-



6. John Hind and Stephen Mosco 

Futures: 11le Rolling Stones, 201 Q 
Biographer Mark Hodkinson Was too 

young for the Sixties, like Marianne's son, 
who also felt he had missed something. 
"It's hard to imagine Kylie Minogue doing 
something indecent,'' added an inter­
viewer of Marianne, "let alone with a 
Mars bar, but Faithfull maintains there is 
nothing wrong with today's squeaky clean 
image of pop." (b) 

I can't remember when I first heard the 
M a r s  b a r  s t o r y ,  b u t  r e c a l l  i t  
metamorphosed to a banana. Also that 
when Ms Faithfull's film "Girl on a 
Motorcycle'' was screened by Anglia TV, 
Rowntree allegedly advertised the popular 
product during one of the commercial 
breaks. It continues to crop up in the 
media - three in two months during 1987 
even. Recalling the Summer of Love, one 
magazine editor recalled it as the time 
when the Rolling Stones were" forever 
getting busted and strange allusions to 
Marianne Faithfull and Mars bars." 
( x x) Nina Myskow, commenting on 
general election TV coverage, snidely 
noted: "We all know what kept David 
Dimbleby going: the most famous Mars 
Bar since the Sixties.'' ( •••) 

And a sex fetish article referred to ap­
plying butter as in Last Tango in Paris and 
''if we wish, stick a Mars bar in a sexual 
orifice a la Marianne Faithfull and invite 
your lover to partake of it.'' ( xxx) 

I also mentioned the incident in an 
articles anthology I put together over a 
decade ago. (c) 

Marianne Faithful! is still occasionally 
in the public eye, almost inevitably with 
the gratuitous confectionery reference. 
Such as: ''Her name and a handful of 
things the name triggers -- As Tears Go 
By, fur rug, Mars bar, Mick Jagger --are 
buried deep in the collective British 
memory. And they show no sign of de­
composing." (d) 

A younger colleague had heard the tale 
but had heard it attributed to a mutual 
snack involving Mick J agger and his then 
wife Bianca. 

As for Marianne, notoriety has followed 
her everywhere. Heroin addiction and 
booze; then there was an alleged suicide 
attempt in Australia - ''I did not con­
sciously try to kill myself. I just happened 
to swallow 100 pills.'' Interviewer Jean 
Carr noted Marianne believed she was in­
fluenced towards that near-fatal act 
having just completed the role of Hamlet's 
suicidal girlfriend, Op helia, at the 
Roundhouse. The profile also mentioned 
her second marriage to punk musician 
Ben Brierley, who called himself Ben E. 
Ficial, a joke which had backfired when a 
gossip columnist wrongly reported 
Marianne was pregnant and mused 
whether the baby would be called Super 
Ficial. ( +) 

Then there was the 1979 ''Broken 
English" album containing 'Why D'Ya Do 
It?", sexually-explicit cunnilingus jeal­
ousy which was offensive to some and a 

l 

SADIE Frost has been 
slped up I to star In the 
British answer to the hit 
movie Thelma and Loulse. 

She wtll play a psychotic 
young woman who goes on 
the rampage In her car In 
London's West End. Her 
partner In crime will be 
played by Jude Law. 

The film, Shopping, also 
features 1960s singer 

�-'i 'Rlfflll In fler 
c e a tough 
policewoman. . 

Shopping has been tipped 
as one or the bl"est British 
films of the year and lt Is 
already gathering a lot or 
Interest In America. 

"Everyone Is saying lt's 
Thelma and Loulse �o ram-

�::�n�A:n:rl:�v�udr:��:� 
love movies like that . 
.. "They're even talking 
about lt being a possible 
Oscar-contender. In the 
light of The Crying Game's 
success, British films can 
do well In America now." 

Sad.Je and Jude play two 
streetwlse women who are 
driven mad by the boredom SA DIE FROST: Motoring mayhem 
of their lives. They steal· . 
a high-performance car and go wild • la.,\ �poft" ?,{ & �S 
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across the capital, leaving a trail or a wheel?, July 1, 1967. destruction In their wake. 
( .. ) Hewart, Tim, Rolling Stones Flle, 

Heathcote Wllllams' song with Falthfull Panther, 1967. 
addltlons. ( x) Oz, No. 4, 1967 (sheet insert). 

I interviewed her a couple of times (a) Hodkinson, Mark, As Tears Go By, 
during the mid-Sixties. Sllm and buxom, Omnibus, 1991. 
honey blonde with seductive smile. Ap- (b) Rowe, Glllian, The Guardian, May 17, 
proachable and candid. She's stlll all of- 1990. 
those things, but the voice is husky, cheek ( x x) Midweek, June 4, 1987. 
scarred from being twice broken, a golden ( .. •) News of the World, June 14, 1987. 
girl tarnished having foughtknocks. (xxx) Sterne, Bellnda, "What's Your 

As for the future, she was heard hoping Fun?" Fiesta, May, 1987. 
to participate in record producer Hal ( c )  Screeton, Paul, The Ballad of 
Wlllner's project for an album of songs Marianne Faithfull & other Star Profiles, 
from Walt Disney, ironically having Outlaw Press,1982. 
thankfully been spared from playing an (d) Popham, Peter, "As Years Go By", 

incest scene as his mother with Sex Pistol The Independent Magazine, May 5, 1990. 
SidVicious in "WhoKllledBambi?" (+)Sunday Mirror, November 18, 1979, 

Prediction- I can't see her entertaining ()The Guardian, August 8, 1987. 
long-term planning, for as she sald: "I 

project negativity into the future auto­

matically. It's an alcoholic trait." () 

References: 

(• ) The Times, "Who breaks a butterfly on 

Jagger Unauthorised by 
Chrtstopher Anclenen (Simon 
a Sc:huster, £16.99) 
JUMPIN' Jack Flesh would 
have been a better title as 
Anderscn throws in every· 
sexual scrap he can find, 
desperately trying to shock on 
pa�e after page. 

• Foot(fanny? )note: The flrst Mars bars 
were made by hand on Bank Holiday 
Monday, Algust 1, 1932, on a Slough 
trading estate. Forrest Mars, an elderly 
American living in the UK, made and sold 
them for two old pennies each. 

· The author chums ouUbe 
· Maf'S"Bar sto�, Mananne 

F.A!._thlUll, the �rugs, the sex, 
• the court cases, etc etc etc with 
1. boring repetitiveness--'- but 

barely touches on the music 
. and Jagger's writing 

partnership o �o.;r,;J, fiJWt.c:At-lt. 
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When old news 
tra\'els tast 

By Martyn Hatris 
A FEW w e e ks ,a g o  

there was an inter­
esting letter in this 

paper about New Age trav­
ellers from Mr Nicholas 
Peto of Oxfordshire. 

"Last year the Home 
Office assured the rural 
community that it would 
not be subjected to the 
indignities of these people 
in 1993, but nothing has 
happened. 

"Recently some of these 
travellers urinated in deep 
freezers in a Gloucester­
shire supermarket. W hen 
the food was thrown out as 
a result of their revolting 
behaviour, they stole it." 

Mr Peto was out when I 
phoned, but I knew such a 
good story would have ' 
been covered by the local 
papers. A headline like 
"Hippies surprise pees" 
would be irresistible. Curi­
ously, neither the Glouces­
ter Echo or Gloucester 
ChroniCle knew anything 
about it, so I tried the Wilt­
shire Times, which is an ex­
cellent paper at the heart of 
New Age traveller country. 
They said they loved my 
headline but had never 
heard the story. "In fact we 
don't get mariy h orror 
stories about the travel­
lers. The only problems 
seem to arise when the 
police move them off a site 
suddenly, and they have no 
time to clear up." · 

Eventually I got hold of 
Mr Pett> on his car phone 
(he is an insurance broker 
who commutes to work in 

London). Where did the 
hippies commit their foul 
deed? Mr Peto said readily 
that he hadn't actually 
seen the incident himself. 
"It was hearsay. Someone 
told me it had happened, . 
two or three Sundays ago, · 

at Moreton-in-Marsh." 
To tell the truth, I wasn't 

surprised, for I had read 
the story ages before- in 
fact I fear I may have 
invented it. The year was 
1986, and the travellers 
were a newish terror to the 
respectable citizens of the 
south-west. 

A CYCLING tour had 
led me 'to the village 
of Liphook in Hamp· 

shire. The travellers were 
camped up the road at 
Stony Cross and were 
widely expected to march 
on Liphook at any moment. 

The landlord of the pub I 
. was staying at had barri· 
. caded the doors and win· 
; dows, and terrible.rumours 
! were flying about. Hippies 
: had made love in the laun­
l derette: they cooked rat 

soup; they practised Sa tan­
ism; they had 'beaten up a 
farmer who had a bad 
heart, they fired shotguns 
from the windows of their 
trucks; they had even -
yes - they had even uri- ·' 
nated in a �upermarket 
deep freeze, · . · . 

Next day the Hampshire ... 
poiice b��ke up. the. travet:" ­

lers1 camp- which was on 
a desolate common miles 
from anywhere. �hey con� 

fiscated 'the vehicles, mosl 
of which were perfectly 
legal, and announced a 
startling haul of contra­
band: drugs, knives, occult 
apparatus and- most dra­
matic of all - "a high 
velocity rifle, equipped 
with sniper sight", which 
was of course prominently 
reported in the national 
media. 

The rifle sounded so sen­
sational that I spent sev­
eral days trying to find it, 
but as I searched it grew 
ever more elusive. First 
the police said it was at one 
station, then another. Then 
they said it was not a high 
velocity rifle, but an ordi­
nary one, and finally they 
said it had been returned to 
i ts own er. "So it was 
licensed?" ' I  . asked, and 
they said no, it didn't need 
a licence. It wets an air gun. 

I WROTE up a heavily 
ironic sto r y  f o r  the 
Observer, repeating the 

stories of the rifle, the 
freezer; the rat soup and so 
forth, as examples of the 
tidiculdus fantasies people 

·were willing to believe 
a b o u t  t h e  t r av e l l e r s .  
Within a year I heard sen­
sible people repeating the 
freezer story as true - "It 
was in the Observer t tell 
you"- and now here it is 
again, tome back to haunt 

.me. 
This year the travellers 

are camped outside Bath, 
pear the university, in a 
patch of common land 
called Rainbo·-v Wood. As 

9. 
always their vehicles are 
incredibly shabby, their 
clothes incredibly filthy, 
and their hairstyles incred­
ibly hideous. As always 
they are gentle and hospi-

� table, offering cups of tea 
and lentil slices to the visit­
ing journalist, even though 
they know full well the 
press have done little but 
demonise them over the 
years. 

I wouldn't like to have 
them at the bottom of my 
garden, but are they really 
any more of a threat to "the 
rural community" than, 
say, the City insurance bro­
ker spraying carbon mon-

/ oxide on his daily commute lS/ to London, and inflating 
'c '' • country property prices 

'-
)beyond the reach of real 
. country people? 
' I told t h e  travellers 

about the deep freeze story 
which made them laugh, 
and they told me a new 
one, about a village vet in 
Gloucestershire who had 
told the locals that the trav­
ellers were infected with a 
bug you could only get by 
sleeping with sheep. I 

,....,..,.�: shouldn't be repeating it, 
though, because you never 
know what kind of idiot 

MA GAll N Es 
will beli(ve jt. 

= �mas, ghostly happenings, crop circles auction Items, Cheshire cot, fishy tales and Matchbox monste� toys.  �lso mummified cats and Hallowe en warnmgs. Editor Kevin also casts DEAR M
.
R THOMS

: 
Non-profit making 

fo�k.lore miscellany, distributed to members of the 
Bnhsh Folk Studie.s Forum and its friends. Sub is 
£�.�0 for approximately six annual issues. From 
Gtlhan Bennett, 28 Brownsville Road Stock rt 
SK4 4PF. ' P0 , 

A
��· 29.Paul Screeton on dubious transmissions. 
rile � on green man depictions; psalm 23 

parodies; photocopylore; homilies· coke update 
.
No. 30. Jan Harold Brunvond �n cot rumou;s. 

With a s�ote of homilies, Brian McConnell muse; 
tha.' f?er aps the recession brings out the moralists 
or IS 11 the apprc;>och of the milleniumi; single day 
s�hool absen�eelsm lore; media response to horse 
nppers; Aussle's vanishing hich-hiker song. 

WEARWOLF. Single copy 60p + slam Cheques etc payable to Wolf's Head Pre�: Address P 0 �ox 77, Sunderland, SR 1 1 ESB. �0• �· Mamly clusters of clippings •• "conti­n
h
umg �•ary of a. "!�d planet via filler items from I e pnnted media •• under such categories as month by month short stories, urban folklore, 

d.oubts on . orcha��logists' methodology through his E�terpnse Trommg conscript experiences in his port In orthodoxy's downfall. Nor did I know that co�poser John Cage was on expert mycologist until Wearwolf notes so in a potted 'd Hilarious but printed equivalent of staring �� � 
th. 

sun/Sun . · e 

THE WILD PLACES. The journal of stran e 
�nd dangerous beliefs. Going bimonthly . Single 
lssu� £1.65; 4 for £6; US $18 for 4. Payment to 
Kevm McCiure, 42 Victoria Road, Mount Charles 
St Austell, Cornwall, PL25 4QD. 

' 

. 
No. 6. B.y coincidence editor Kevin McCiure sat 

'"the seat'" front of me on a train in Cornwall. He !?i� oJ dj even more enlightening happening in 
e n ess Encounter" ·- his ferocious personal 

co
h
nv

1
ersio.n ex�e�ience. Articles on editing Biblical 

se o orsh•p/opmlon· worthwh'•le but . . I 
· f ' unong1na 

o�ervlew o fantasy proneness alleged in ufo 
w tnesses. Large mags review section with 
personal .commentaries and reservations/rec­
ommendations. 
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The Killing or Doe Shiets 
By Tony Shiels 

I am not allowed to 5moke in Paul Dever�Jx's house. C�rtain people are 
not allowed to �at �egetables in mine. Such is the way of the �arld. 

Should I regard Rockville, Maryland, as Dumbtown, USA? Not entirely, 
perhaps, but it has strange leanings. One of its eminent citizens - Mark 
Chorvinsky - has fallen for a few snippets of CSICOP-styl� gossip, 
concerning that unrepentant mountebank, Doe Shiels. Mark made the fateful 
mistake of maligning a wtzard but. eventually, surely he w111 be forgiven. 

In the role of 'Doe', I am used to being attacked - physically, 
intellectually, and spiritually - by all manner of upstart insects. It is a 
regular hazard of the thaumaturgic trade. On occasions, a repellent spell 
has to be employed. 'Mister Nice Guy' becomes faintly irritated and is 
forced to take appropriate measures. �hael McCormick wtll, in the 
fullness of time, be forgiven, too. It's too late for the too late Bishop 
of Truro. 

Such nonsense! 

Ten ye.!lrs ago, I photographed same aquatic Irish ':10nsters'. At l east 
ane of t:he resulting photographs - ·.;hen enlarged and analyzed - proved ::o 
!:!.ave some •1ery bizarre qualities . .\11 a !!!.!l.tter of subjective 
interpretation, ane supposes. The� again, �ow can one �e zure? ?aul 
3cr':!eton may .:ii.;agree (I ·jcubt it 1, ':ut I often .5uspect that i nvol 'le!l!ent 
with '"hat I must cal: 'anomalous ohenomena' sometimes leads :o 
psychological problems. •Jur Jnly .iefence, in such .5ituations, is !J.u:naur. 
Yes, I know I have said this 2ny O:i!lles !:efore, but it bears r�peatl.ng .

. 
like �lassie joke. 

Did you hear the one -:!bout the guy fro!!! Roc!r'11lle? Or '"as it 
Albuquerque? Or was it Ponsanaoth? 

'Doe Shiels' - whoever he, she, or it �y be - deserves to be knocked 
down in a flurry of well-aimed thunderbolts. The character has been a 
problem to :ne for many years. I think '��· should Cl<:! harpooned, hanged, 
and harangued. I'm prejudiced, but let· � �the beaver-batted bastard a dose 
of pure hell! Xeanwhile, let's be kind to me. 

My name is Tony Shiels and I'm a painter. Painting is more important to 
me than monsters <mythic or otherwise>. Kost arguments concerning 
'anomalous phenomena' are unspeakably dull and dim-witted. I nclude me out. 

Surrealism is.the only authentic saviour, but it abhors such concepts. 
cannot blame it. 

Nnidnid. 

Hands on 
our Monkegi 

' CHEEKY Scots are �rying . . t'o ·hiiaC'k-it1�-i 
most famous., legend in. Hartlepool's i 
colourful histor:V. · · · · 

--Some now reckon they hanged a monkey 
years before people in Hartlepool even 
thought of the dirty deed. 

But they are bein� warned to keep their hands ofT 
the monkey tale whtch has brought worldwide fame 
to Hartlepool. 

News of the cross-border raid - to steal Hartlepool's 
claim to fame - comes in the June edition of a maga:ine 

I 
.. 

By Phillip 
Hickey 

we had a story.J.iU th&t •• 
would have been boastiJic about it for yean, • Helen Drummond aaid. 

News of the "other:" mon-: urhangiq·:Jeaud came . 

from.. Wail- . llaCler, Bria.a. · 
�:;. _ J.J0::. -��-

0 �- H�.livnr iJirHartlepool · ! )tu�· ir w0rki.q' oo. Shell' a 
:·s�i Cb.ru8 North Sea oi.lpla� 
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Bosom serpent Thoughts 
By Peter Christie 

Almost by definition, the nativity of urban legends is untraceable. 
One of the "oldies but goodies• is where a person swallows an animal, 
usually a reptile, which continues to live inside them until vomited up 
or surgically removed. A recent example comes from Malaysia, where a man 
claimed a foot-long snake he had swallowed was still alive in his 
stomach. <Fortean Times, No. 66, p. 10>. 

Recently I located an interesting series of letters on this legend in 
the First Series of "lotes & Queries". In issue No. 149 <September 1852> 
•A Londoner• wrote in to inquire about a paragraph he had seen in the 
Doncaster Chronicle where an 11-year-old girl called Vatson, living at 
Blaxton, was reported to have swallowed a reptile with some ditch water 
she had drunk. This reptile survived and grew inside her "just above the 
diaphragm" causing her "incredible pains• especially when it crawled up 
her throat •tn quest of food.• on these occasions friends poured "warm 
milk and water• down her throat to keep it quiet. 

The correspondent asked some pertinent questions; had the editor seen 
the reptile?, how did the editor know it was a reptile? and had any 
genuine, as opposed to quack, doctors been called in to the case? 

This query was followed up in issue .!la. 154 by a letter signed "KPDE" 
who confessed themselves "quite unable to give A Londoner an answer" but 
who could quote another example. This appeared in the Stockport 
Advertiser and concerned 16-year-old Joseph Bailey, of Shadow Moss in 
Northern Etchalls, who drank ditch water and swallowed a reptile same 
time in 1842. Over the nex� 18 months he became very ill and aad to give 
up work. On taking same medicine he vomited up a seven-inch long reptile 
which "his sister so much crushed and mangled" that "turther inspection 
was almost impossible." 
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A further letter on the subject appeared in issue No. 159 signed C. 
Xansfield Ingleby who reckoned the story originated from the medical 

treatment of hypochondriasis, that they have swallowed reptiles in 

drinking ditch or pond water." The only way doctors could persu�de such 

people they were cured was to induce vomiting and, by sleight-et-hand, 

introduce a reptile into the vomit, thus convincing the patient of the 

cure. he added "A feigned accouchement is often the only method of 

dispelling one class of these extraordinary delusions " (i.e. phantom 

pregnancies) == presumably producing a living child from up their 

sleeves! 
To my mind both the original story and the explanation qualify as 

urban legends. Hae::·. anyone come across an earlier mention of this story? 

Certainly •KPDE" suggests in his letter that similar stories were fairly 

common before the appearance of this particul�r one. 

Spanish is the Loving 
Tongue (Liquorice in 
Pontetract) By Paul. screet.Qn 

Yhen I was a child, I would claim to speak Spanish. "No you don't! Go on then, say something in Spanish." So I'd reply obliquely, "Liquorice." As we all know, Pontefract, in Yest Yorkshire, is the liquorice capital of the universe. There they recently created for the local museum the largest Pontfract cake in the world, almost three feet across and weighing as much as a ten-year-old, the thick circle of Spanish baked, lacquered and put in a cabinet with ancient die-stamps moulding the traditional owl-and-gate symbol, engravings of 17th century liquorice fields and tins stamped with the slogan: "The sweet that • s good for you." 
lext to the giant cake is a sepia photograph of Emily Money. A writing course run by Yorkshire Arts Circus produced a book on the topic, 

•Talking Spanish." Ian Clayton, who led the course, was instrumental in the tracking down of Emily, who won a fancy dress competition at 
Pontefract town ball dressed entirely in liquorice. 

She recalls in the book: "All the lads started grabbing the strands 
off my skirt and eating them. It was just as well I had black knickers on." 

Sharron Cocker, a Castleford mother who edited the book, said: "It was always lads down the pit, lasses into the liquorice round here." 
Another contr�butor, Audrey Haggerty, recalled: "I'll never forget 

seeing a finger, just one all on its own by the chopping machine used to 
cut the allsorts." 

Yorkers recalled taking contraband liquorice laces out of the 
factories tied around their waists, and moulding liquorice phalluses on 
the production lines to initiate blushing newcomers <Pontefract cake 
offers a giant slice of the past, Martin Wainwright, Guardian, ?/?/?). A native of the Xeditteranean, the plant is the root of legend. The 
Spanish name is colourfully ascribed to a Yorkshire schoolmaster who in 
1588 recovered a bundle of liquorice sticks from the wreck of an Armada 

galleon. It .was alleged that he used the sticks for birching boys, who 
would bite on the plant to lessen the pain, so discovering its pleasant 
flavour. 

"' I 

Academics favour the theory that the root -- Glycyrrbiza glabra -- was 
first imported by monks in 1562, but evidence is far from conclusive. 

Ybatever its origin, the plant flourished in the laomy soils of the 
Friarwood Valley, being highly prized by medieval monks for its 
medicinal properties. 

From as early as 1614 a precursor of what became the Pontefract or 
Pomfret cake was prescribed for stomach complaints. In 1760, local 
chemist George Dunhill added sugar to the recipe and created the world- ' 
famous cake or Yorkshire Penny. 

Its popularity was unassailable until 1900 when a rival treat arrived 
by accident. An inebriated salesman from Sheffield hopelessly mixed up 
his samples but was sufficiently quick witted to pass them off as a new 
line. Thus supposedly Liquorice Allsorts have been firm favourites ever 

since <Prospect of Pontefract, The Dalesman, February, 1987). 
However, medical experts in Finland claimed those eating liquorice 

daily would find themselves turning blue. Sufferers' skin and blood 
would change colour until they gav6 up eating it <Today?, D Star/. 
?/?/?). 

A spokesman for Trebor-Bassett -- which produces around 60 million 
Liquorice Allsorts a week -- pooh-poohed the dubious claim. 

The feathery-leaved bushes, once everywherein Pontefract, survive only 
in a commemorative hedge. 

John Betjeman was inspired to create a simmering ode to a fictional 
liquorice worker lover: 

"Red hair she had and golden skin, 
Her sultry lips were shaped for sin. 
Her sturdy legs were flannel slack'd, 
The strongest legs in Pontefract. " 

To come up to date, history has repeated itself. "Tasty Amanda 
Rodgers, 18, has had a liquorice dress -- with Allsorts accessories 
run up for her at Pontefract, Yest Yorkshire <News of the Yorld, 
28/2/93>. 

Let's hope she wears black knickers! 

Coatributors 
PAUL SCREETON. Needs no introduction. Xarianne Faithful! fan since 

meeting her twice during the mid-Sixties. The Mars Bar article has been 
gestating for years, whereas the Pontefract piece was created on a whim 
<that's Emily Money on the cover in her liquorice dress>. 

PETER CHRISTIE. regular contributor of items from back copies of 
Gentleman's Magazine to Fortean Times, Peter is a teacher in North 
Devon. 

MARTYN HARRIS. His "Odd man out" column piece here is from the Daily 
Telegraph of June 5, 1993, and sent to us by Chris Fletcher. Know nowt 
about the guy. 

TONY SHIELS. Names are of great importance and Tony has chosen FF in 
which to renounce his "Doe" addition. Author of Monstrum, books on 
presdigitation andhead of what the Sun called theweirdest family in the 
land, Tony is an occasional contributor to FF. 

PHILLIP HICKEY. In journalism there are cases of "don't let the facts 
get in the way of a good story• -- Hickey's contribution was a case of 
"don't let the facts get in the way of a sod awful story." Desperate for 
a front page lead, a straightforward, low-key piece about the Greenock 
monkey legend <to which I contributed as resident monkey-banging tale 
expert> was totally recast. See separate item. Hickey is the Mail's 
chief reporter. 
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I n  " Fra nkenste i n  sta l ks t he u r ba n  j u ng l e , " A l i son Brooks we nt i n  search 
of mode rn l egends for New Sc1ent1st <21/1193> . Desp i t e  publ i c  anx i e t y  
over sc i ence , she was hard pressed t o  f i nd moder n  l e ge nds tore f l ect t h i s  
pa rt i c u l ar area of soc i e t y .  

A perce pt i ve pi ece deve l oped f rom Des i rae Nt o l o  and her mud b u t  saga , 
" No bou do i r? try a mud h u t  on whee l s" (0 Teleiraph 1/7/92> , had L e s l e y  
Garner f u l l  of i ns i ghts worth ou rcons i darat i on w i t h i n  a 
f o l k l or i c / soc i o l og i c a l  f r o:�.me wor k .  Such as " t housands of women have 
d i scove red t hat t he most pr i va t a  space is mora easi l y  ava i l a b l e  in tha 
car. • 

An exce l l e nt su rve y -- D T e l egraph. 2 / 4 / 93 - - i nt o  d i sastrous sa l es 
promot i ons , " Now hare ' s  a good wheeze , "  k i ck-started by t he Hoover 
debac l e ,  had a cau t i onary - - and du b i o u s  - - conc l udory paragraph. 

" There i sa t h i n l i ne bet we e n  t he arr i va l  of l ots of e nt r i es - success 
- and t he arr i va l  of l ost and l ots and l ot s  of e n t r i e s - d i sast e r .  Fa i t h  
Lee reca l l s the l orry l oads e nge nde red b y  a spo t - t he - goa l compe t i t i on .  
The p i c t u re had bee n  care f u l l y  se l ected , the a r t  stud i o  had e f fect i ve l y  
a i rbrushed the ba l l ,  and t he p l ayers we re e f fect i ng su i ta b l y  mi s l ead i ng 
contort i ons . Bu t when t he sacks were ope n e d ,  a nother e xecu t i ve we nt 
be l l y- u p .  The e nt r i es ware a l l  t he same .  Each had a cross ma r ked in t he 
background - r i ght where t he l i nesman was stand i ng ,  ho l d i ng anothe r  
ba l l . "  

Cosmo l og i st J ohn X i c he l l  noted t hat peo p l e  w i l l  proj ect t he i r  p r i vate 
pe rcept i ons u po n  Stonehe nge and see them ref l ected . In " Love h i m  tender , 
l ove h i m  true , take h i m  to your art• < T he Ti me s  Saturday Rey1ew 

�> , Cynt h i a  Rose wr i t es a bout a trave l l i ng muse u m  of E l v i s  Pres l e y  
ru n b y  J on i  Ma be .  Kabe sa i d :  " . . .  h e  spa ns a l l  o u r  perce pt i ons a bo u t  
' h i gh '  and ' l ow' . A l so he i s  bl a nk enough t hat peo p l e  read i n to h i m  wha t 
t hey need . " She t ee l s  dea t h  made E l v i s  tru l y  rea l a nd t he Xa be 
trave l l i ng Panorami c Encyc l oped i a  of Everyt h i ng E l v i s  has such re l i cs as 
E l v i s  swea t ,  E l v i s  ha i r ,  E l v i s  toena i l  a nd an E l v i s  wart f r om t he K i ng ' s 
r i ght hand . 

There ' s  some i nte rest i ng ma te r i a l  f rom t he Dean of Sa l i sbu r y ,  Hugh 
D i c k i nson <Weekend Fina ncia l  Times 24112192> i n  " Preser v i ng t he scepue 
i n  t h i s  i s l e . " 

" Peop l e  dream a bo u t  t he Qu e e n .  Not j us t  a f e w ,  bu t ,  if the po l l s are 
r i ght , most peop l e  have s i g n i f i ca nt e ncounters w i t h  t he i r  monarc h .  J u ng 
or Freud wi l l  no dou bt te l l  us who she is stand i ng for in our 
u nconsc i ous wor l d . " and " The monarch is part of t he 
sacral centre , tha t  myste r i ous system of r i tes a nd ceremo n i es wh i c h  
i nvests a nat i on wi t h  cont i nu i t y a n d  w i t ho u t  whi ch chaos l ooms. • 

F u nn i l y  e nough whe n  he st ayed w i t h  u s ,  J oh n  X i c he l l  dreampt o f  
E l i za be t h  I I  a s  a • young c h i c k" who f a nc i ed h i m !  

A t  the other end of t he sca l e  a re 2 1 -year- o l d  t w i ns Dave and M i ke 
Cl arke , who col l ect me morabi l i a a bou t t he Krays . " We ' re add i cted t o  t he 
Kray twi nsw <Sun, 2 2 / 1 2 / 92 > . Sarah Edwards makes sure Su n readers a re 
aware t hat t he Kray t wi ns " are bot h 59 . "  

For Aust ri ans , howe ve r ,  t he i r  obsessi ons bega n 1 0 0 years ago when Mary 
Vestera and he r l ov e r ,  Crown Pr i nce Rudo l f  Habsburg o f  t he Austro­
H u ngr i a n  empi re , weref ound dead in t he roya l country retreat of 
Ma ye r l i ng .  w I nvas i o n  of the body snatcher" <Guardian Weekend, 3/ 4 / 93 )  
deve l ops f rom Vestera ' s  body be i ng dug u p  secre � l y .  Rudo l f , a Ke nnedy 
f i gureof his t i me  a nd para l l e l i ng our P r i nce Char l es < " I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  
be i ng a crown p r i nce a l l your l i fe " > ,  i s  s o  a t  t he cent re t ha t  " e very 
t rue Aust r i a n  has t he i r  own Maye r l i ng t heory . " Was he k i l led b y  t he 
Masons or bl udgeoned to death w i t h  a champagne bot t l e  du r i ng an orgy by 
one of Ve tsera ' s  j ea l ou s  l over s .  The 1 7 -year- o l d  g i r l  had a c o l ou r f u l  
repu t a t i on and Rudo l f ,  who cont racted gonorrhoea whe n  17 , af f l i cted 
scores of wome n  wi t h  i t ,  repeated l y  re i nf ected h i mse l f  and his wi f e ,  
P r i ncess st e pha n i e  o f  Be l g i u m ,  a nd i n  t he 1 880s a l so contracted t he t he n  
i nc u ra b l e syphi l i s .  t he most ou trageous account was pe nned by a you ng 

1 

Be n i t o Musso l i n i who be l i eved Rudo l t  had i red of Ka r y  and t ha t she , 
p l o t t i ng reve nge , had l u red h i m  i nt o  spe nd i ng one l ast n i ght w1 t h  he r .  
Exhausted , Rudo l f  f i na l l y  f e l l  a s l e e p .  Ka r y  t he n  sw1 f t l y  c u t  o f f h i s  
pe n i s  wi t h  a razor . �a l k i ng i n  agon y ,  Rudo l f  reac hed t or h i s  cava l r y  
of f i ce r ' s  p i s t o l , s hot Ka r y  and t he n  h i moe l f . 

De myt h o l og i s i ng art i c l e s  of i nterest are : 
No ma n ' s l a nd soccer - - " A  pi tch too far" , G u a rd i a n, 2 4 / 1 2 / 92 .  
S . H . C . -- " Hu ma n  f i re ba l l s" , F i esta, V o l  26, No 7, 1 99?. 
Test i c l es -- " The p r i vates sec t or" , New Yoma n, Augu s t ,  1 992 . 
I nf i bu l a t i o n -- " Fe ma l e  c i rc u mc i s i o n" , Ne w Yoma n ,  Augu s t ,  1 992 . 
P l ayt i me - - " Ru de .;tor i e s i n  t he p l a ygrou nd" . The I ndependent , 

1 1 / 3 / 93 .  
Consp i rac y - - " The ma n  w h o  s h o t  t he man w h o  ma y  h a v e  s h o t  J FK , " 

Ye e ke nd Guard i a n ,  9- 1 0 / 5 / 9 2 . 

Letters 
F rom N ige l  Penn i c k ,  Cambr i dge , Eng l and.  

Re : Du mbtown l egends < F F  18), J H Bru nva nd touches u po n  a mu c h  l a rger 
phe nome non , wh i ch may have some bea r i ng o n  the psyc hol ogy of grou p 
i de nt i t y  a nd prej u d i c e . I n  Eng l and , t he · �i se Xe n of Gotham• t a l es coma 
t o  mi nd <Got ham = Not t i ngha m? > ,  and in De nma r k  t a l e s are told a bo u t  t he 
pe opl e of Aarh u s ,  t he second c i t y of t he nat i o n ,  i n  s i mi l a r  ve i n . i n  
Z u r i c h ,  Swi t z e r l a nd ,  the j okes are a bo u t  the d u mb peop l e  of the c i t y  of 
Bern. in 8ng l a nd ,  Soham, Cambr i dgesh i re ,  seems to f i t t h i s  category ,  
be i ng a p l ace whe re a yoke l pu t h i s  p i g  o n  the chu rchyard wa l l  s o  t ha t  
i t  cou l d  wa tch t he Sa l va t i on Army band para� . 

On a wider l e ve l ,  a cer t a i n  area of cou nt r y ,  or another cou n t r y ,  i s  
o f t e n  s i n g l e d  ou t .  I r i sh j okes i n  England,  Be l g i a n  j o kes i n  Ho l l a nd , 
e t c . T h i s sooma t i mas l eads to some i nterest i ng mi dd l e -st u pi d i t y  j okes , 
such as t hose c i rc u l a t i ng i n  nor t h  Ho l l a nd a bou t Nord- Brabant . Nord­
B r a ba n t  is t he sou t he r n  prov i nce o f  Hol l a nd ,  border i ng o n  Zu i d- Braba n t , 
wh i c h  i s  i n  Be l g i u m .  Nor t h  Dutch j okester• te l l  ta l e s of t he i r  
Braba n t e se c o u n t r y me n  a nd wome n  i n  t he ve i n  o f  I r i sh j okes i n  E ng l a nd .  
One Du t c h  j oke conce rn i ng Nord- Bra ba nt i s  M wha t happe ns t o  the average 
IQ o f  H o l l a nd i f  a lord- Braba nter goes t o  l i ve in Be l g i u m?• : answe r  " The 
a vera ge IQ of bot h  cou nt r i es i ncreases . •  

S i mi l a r l y ,  i n  Ger ma n y ,  t he residents of Ost - F r i es l a nd , on t he borde r 
of Germany a nd Ho l l and , are the bu t t  of s u c h  j okes . l i ke Brabant , 
d i v i ded be t we e n  Hol l a nd and Be l g i u m, F r i e s l and < Fr i s i a > , d i v i de d  be twe e n  
G e r ma n y  and HOl l a nd ,  i s  a c o u n t r y  i n  i t s o w n  r i ght . And o f  cou rse i n  
I re l a nd - - bu t t  o f  j oke rs , pe o p l e  f rom the western cou n t y  of Ker r y  are 
t he du mbsters i n  t he j okes . 

I wi l l  kee p  my ears open for more • Dumbtowns . "  

< < Ed i t or wr i t e s :  A great many t a l es are t o l d  aga i nst the. Aust wi c k  
Ca r l e s ,  car l es be i ng a n  o l d  word f o r  s i mp l e t ons . See Fol k Stor i es f ro m  
t he Yorkshi re Da l e s ,  by P e t e r  I Wa l ke r  < Robert Ha l e ,  199 1 ) .  Regre t t a b l y 
I f a i l ed to c l i p  t he art i c l e  recent l y  from Da i l y  Sport about a come d i a n  
i n  trou b l e  f rom t he burghers of Hu l l  for t a k i ng t he p i ss out of t he 
r e s i de n t s  of the notor i ou s  Bransho l me  estate ( I  l i ved j ust down f ro m  i t  
i n  the l a t e  S i xt i es > . A n  e xamp l e  was w aow can you t e l l  t he b r i de a t  a 
Bransho l me  wedd i ng?" Answe r :  " She ' s t he one w i t h  t he c l e a n  T-sh i rt . " > >  

From Capt J oh n  F Pe f f l e y ,  SC , USI ( r at > ,  of V i e nna , V i rg i n i a ,  USA . 
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R e ed i ng your e rt i cl e  "Dub i o u s  T ransm i s s i on s "  in F O RTEAN T I ME S  
n u m b e r  6 7 ,  bro u g h t  t o  m i nd a s i  m l l e r  occurrence w h i  eh 1 exp eri enced i n  
1 9 46. I t h o u g h t  y o u  m i g h t  l i k e  t o  e d d  m y  experi e n c e  t o  your col l ec t i on.  
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I n  O c t o b e r  1 9 45 , I v: .... s ep po i n t ed an E n s i gn in the S u p p l y C orps of 
t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Navy.  S i n c e  t h i s  i s  a v e ry t e c hn i c a l  spe c i a l l y , the Navy 
h a d  e s t ab l i sh e d  a 1 6- w e e k  course t o  p ro vi de us w i t h  the necessary 
i nf o rm a t i o n  to perf orm o u r  a s s i g n me n t s. T h e  school  w a s  e s t eb l i shed i n  
Cambri dge,  Massachu se t t s  o n  t h e  c a m p u s  o f  H a rv ard Uni versi ty. T he 
c l a s s rooms were i n  a c o n v e rt e d  gymn a s i um. I m e n t i on t h i s  because the 
h u g e n e s s  o f  t h e  c l assro o m s  m a d e  i t  e s s en t i al that  t h e  i ns t ru c t ors use El 
l ou d s p e a k e r  sys t em i n  order t o  be h e a rd. T h e  a m p l i f i er and speak ers were 
h i g h  on a w a l l  n e ar t h e  c e n t er of t h e  room a n d  a c o - ax i a l  c ab l e  c o n n e c t e d  
t h em t o  a mi crophone on t h e  i ns t ru c t o r' s  d esk.  

E a c h  c l a s s  sess i on l as t e d  about  an h o ur. B e t w e e n  sessi o n s  .. the 

i ns truct ors g a th ered in  a s p e c i a l  l o u n g e  f or coffee a n d  a c i gare t t e. They 
a l s o  exchanged j ok es. 'W h e n  c l a s s  rec o n v e n e d ,  the i ns t ru c t or m i gh t  p e s s  
a l o n g  a j ok e  t o  t h P.  s t u d e n t s. S i n c e  i t  w a s  a n  a l l -m a l e  group y o u  can 

i ma g i ne that m o s t  o f  the s t ori e s  w ere X - re t e d .  

O n e  morn i ng o u r  c l a s s  t·,a d  re f:l s s e mb l e d  a n d  t h e  i n s t ru c t o r  p roc e e d e d  
t o  t e l l u s  t h e  s t ory h e  h a d  j u s t h e a r-d. Ju s t  a s  h e  f i n i shed t h e  p u n c h  l i n e ,  
a s t ra n g e  v o i ce c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  1 o u d s p e a k e r  s a y i ng,  " A r e  you k i d d i n g ?"  T o  
s a y  i t  b r o k e  t h e  c l a ss u p  i s  p u U i n g  i t  m i l d l y ! N o t  onl y �tv a s  t he t i m i n g  
p e rf e c t ,  b u t  t h e  i n f l ec t i o n  c o u l d n " t  h a v e  b e e n  be t t er i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  
re hearsed.  

T he re s e e m s  t o  b e  1 i t  t 1  e doubt a b o u t  the s ource o f  t h e  'JOi  c e ,  s i  n e e  

the s t ude n t s d i scovered that by w i gg l i ng the c o - a x i a l  c a b l e  they c o u l d  
p i c k  u p  t h e  b roadcas t o f  o n e  o f  t h e  l oc a l  B o s t on s t a t i o ns du ri ng recess .  B y  
w i g g l i n g i t  eg a i n a t  t h e  s t art o f  c l a s s  t h e  s t a t i on c ou l d  n o  l o nger be heard . 

1 g u e s s  we wi l l  n e v e r  k n o v•.'  w h y  on t h a t  morn i n g ,  w h e n  no one m o v e d  

t h e  c a b l e ,  such an ap p r o p ri a t e  a n d  w e l l - t i me d  m�age w a s  re c e i ved.  
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C 7  E l i z a be t h C o u r t  
G r ove R o a d , B o u r n e mou t h  
D o r s e t  B H 1 3 D R  

De a r  E d i t o r , 

B a l l  w a s  t h e  l a s t  n a me o f  J o h n  Ma j o r ' s  f a t h e r ; B a l l a d u r  i s  P r i m e M i n i s t e r  
o f  F r a n c e ; B l y t h e  wa s B i l l  C l i n t o n ' s  l a s t  n a m e  u n t i l  he c h a n g e d  i t  i n  h i s  
t e e n s . T h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  l e a d e r s  h a ve f a m i l y  n a m e s  who s e  f i r s t  two 
c o n s o n a n t s  a r e  B L  c o r r e s p o n d i ng to the C a n a a n i t e B AA L , k i ng of gods in t h e  
p a g a n  p a n t he o n , i s  n o t , b y  i t s e l f  e n o u g h  t o  p r ove t h a t  we a r e  r u l e d  by a 
B A A L A R C H Y . B u t  t h e  c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  B a a l n a m e s  - t h o s e  f a m i l y  na me s who s e  
f i r s t  t wo c o n s o n a n t s  a r e  B L , V L  o r  WL - w i t h p o s i t i o n s  o f  p o w e r , i n f l u e n c e  
a n d  c o n � r o l  i n  n u mb e r s  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y d i s p r o po r t i o n a t e  t o  t h e  f r equ�ncy 
a n d  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h wh i c h  s u c h  names occur in t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n 
p r ov e s  n o t  o n l y  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  h e r e , b u t a l s o  t h a t t h e y  go v e r n  o u r  l i ve s  
i n  w a y s  mo s t  o f  u s  wou l d  n e v e r  h a v e  g u e s s e d . 

N a m e s , who s e  f i r s t  2 c o n s o n a n t s  a r e B L , VL , WL , a r e  n o t  r a r e . I n  the Bo u r ­
n e mo u t h  pho n e  b o o k  WAL K E R  h a s  4 c o l u m n s , W I L S ON 6 c o l u m n s  a n d W I L L I AMS 1 1  
c o l u m n s . S L A K E  h a s 2 a n d  B A L L  1 � .  T h e s e  c o m p a r e  w i t h S M I TH 2 2  c o l um n s  wh i c h  

17. 
i s  n o t  an o c c u l t  s i g n i f i c a n t  n a m e . Wa l k e r  is t h e  mo s t  o c c u l t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a a a l  n a me w i t h p o s s i b l y  a s  ma n y  a s  2 0% p l u s  o f  t h e m  ve rm i n .  W i l l i a ms c o u l d  
b e  a s  l o w a s  5% . T h e r e  a r e  o f  c o u r s e  ma n y  t i m e s  m o r e  v e rm i n  w i t h  o t h e r  
o c c u l t  s i g n i f i c n t  n a m e s  b u t s pec i f i c a l l y  B a a l  n a m e s  a r e  t h e  s i ng l e  mo s t  
f r eq u e n t l y  u s e d a n d i f  y o u  f o c u s  o n  t h e m  y o u  c a n  p r ove t he c a s e  w i t h o u t 
i n v i t i n g t o o  mu c h  r i d i c u l e . A l l y o u  n e e d  i s  Wh i t a k e r ' s  A l ma n a c k  1 9 9 2 , 
a v a i l a b l e  in a n y  l i b r a r y . P a g e  8 6 1 ,  5 / 5 0  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  gove r n o r s  - W i l s o n , 
We l d , W i l k i n s o n , W a l t e r s , W i l d e r  - h a v e  B a a l  n a m e s . P . 8 3 3 , 5 / 2 2  S o u t h  
A f r i c a n  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s  - V i l j o e n , O . d e V i l l i e r s , J . d e V i l l i e r s , V l o k  
We l g emoe d . P . 2 4 1  o n l y  2 7 / 6 5 0 memb e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e o f  C o mmo n s  h a ve B a a l  
n a m e s  wh i c h  i s  l e s s  t h a n  I e x p e c t ed . Ho wev� r 4 a r � n a m 9 c  � � l k e r  � n d  o n l y  
2 W i l l i a ms . B u t  a s  w i t h t h e  u . s .  p r e s i d e n t s  ma n y  M . P . s  h a ve s po u s e s  w i t h 
B a a l n a me s . The r e  i s  n a t u r a l l y s ome va r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  s u c h  
n a m e s  bu t y o u  d o n ' t  h a ve t o  b e  v e r y  s e l ec t i ve t o  f i n d t he m . 

P a g e  3 9 1 , 5 / 5 3 C h i e f  C o n s t a b l e s i n  t h e  U . K . : W i l mo t , B l a k e y , W i l l i a ms , 
We l l s , W i l s o n . P . 3 8 1 , C i r c u i t  J u d g e s : M i d l a nd & O x f o r d  6 / 6 2 ;  No r th - E a s t e r n  
3 / 4 5  i nc l u d i ng 2 W a l k e r s . Wa l e s  & Ch e s t e r  3 / 2 6 . Y o u  c a n  co u n t  t h e  R e c o r d e r  
t o t a l  f r o m  p a g e  3 8 2  b u t  3 6  h a ve B a a l  name s . O f  t h e s e  3 a r e  n a m e d  W a l k e r  
a nd 3 W i l l i a m s . W a l k e r  p o p s  u p  everywhe r e  mu c h  t o o  f r e qu e n t l y  a n d  i t ' s  u s e ­
f u l  t o  c o m p a r e  i t  v i t h  h o v  o f t e n  S m i t h  c r o p s u p . Y o u ' d  e x p e c t  a t  l e a s t  
f i ve t i m e s  mo r e  S m i t hs b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  c a s e . O f  t h e  1 9 4 t o p  a r my , n a v y , 
a i r  f o r c e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  U . K . f r om p a g e  3 9 6 , 3 a r e  n a me d  WALK E R , o n e  
W i l l i a m s  a n d  o n l y  t v o  S m i t h . T h e r e  a r e  s ome v e rm i n  c a l l e d S m i t h  s i nc e  
t ho u g h  t h e y  a r e a t  l e a s t  5 0% e n d ogamous t h e y  d o  m a r r y  o f t e n  t a l e n t ed u n ­
w i t t i ng huma n s  a n d  h a v e  w h a t b e c o m e  v e r m i n  c h i l d r e n . B u t t h e y  d o  h a v e  a 
t e n d e n c y  to r e ve r t  t o  o c c u l t  n a me s . O n e  o f  t h e  R e c o r d e r s  l i s t e d i s  a 
Wa l k e r - S m i t h . 1 7/ 1 9 4 m i l i t a r y  t o p  b r a s s  h a v e  B a a l  n a me s . Y o u  c a n  w o r k  ou t 
t h e  p e r � e n t a g e s  a n d  i f  y o u  h a v 9  a compu t e r  a n d  a b i g  c i t y p h o n e  b o o k  y o u  
m a y  be a b l e  t o  w o r k  o u t  w i t h wha t p e r c e n t a g e  o f  B a a l  n a m e s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l 
p o p u l a t i o n  to c o m p a r e  t h e m . My o w n  e s t i ma t e  i s  n e a r  4% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
h a v e  n a m e s  w i t h t h e  f i r s t  t v o  c o n s o n a n t s  B L , V L  a n d  WL .  P a r t l y  I b a s e d t h i s  
o n  t h e  numb e r  o f  p r e s u ma b l y  j u s t  p l a i n  f o l k s  who r e s po n d  t o  No t e s  & Qu e r i e s 
i n  The G u a r d i a n . V o l ume 3 o f  t h e s e  p u b l i s he d  by F o u r t h  E s t a t e  i n  1 9 9 2  h a s  
2 0 / 5 0 4  B a a l n a me s . D u r i ng t he mo n t h  o f  A p r i l  1 9 9 3  o f  1 6 5  n a m e s  m o n i t o r ed 
o n  t he Ch a n n e l  4 T V  q u i z  p r o g r a mm e  F i f t e e n  t o  One I c o u n t e d a t o t a l  of 6 
B a a l n a m e s  i n  t h e  1 1  p r o g r a mm e s  I s a w : 6 / 1 6 5 . I t ' s  q u i t e l i k e l y  n o n e  o f  
t h e  1 6 5 wa s a v e r m . T h e  c o n t e s t a n t s o n  M a g i Ma g n u s  Ma g n u s s o n ' s  Ma s t e rm i n d  
a r e  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  h u m a n b u t  t h e  p r o d uc t i o n c r e v h a s 3 / 1 1  B a a l s : D e e  Wa l l i s , 
J o h n  W i l s o n  a n d  J i l l  We l l s . B e L a r i u s: .p�od u c e s  Q u a n t u �  L e a p  � h o w n  o n  B B C 2 . 

Wh i t a k e r ' s  � a g e  2 � 4 ,  8 / 7 3 s u r v i v i ng re c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  G e o rg e  c r o s s  h a ve B a a l n a m e � 1 n c � u d 1 ng 2 Wa l k e r s , no W i l l i a m s , n o  S m i t h , no J o n e s . I t ' s  ve r y  e � s y  t o  r 1 s k  l l f e a n d l i � b  f o r  d emon o pe r a t e d  p u p p e t c o r p s e s  t h a t h a ve n o  l 1 f e t o  l o s e , f e e l n o  p a 1 n  a n d  w ho s e  l i m b s  a r e  o f t e n , t o o  o f t e n , t h r o w n  a w a y  t o  e xp r e s s  t he i r  c o n t e m p t  f o r - t he huma n b od y . I f  Ma r t i n  Be l l ,  t h e  BBC � V  r � po r t e r  w o u n d e d . d u r i n g o n e  o f  h i s  ve r y  c o m pa s s i o n a t e  r e p o r t s  f r o m  Bos n 1 a , 1 s  o n e  o f  t h e m , t h a t  w o u l d  be t y p i c a l . S i x o f  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t s  i n  l � s t . We d n e s d a y ' s  I n d epe n d e n t  h a ve Ba a l  n a me s : La r r y  B l a c k , R .  B l o c k , W i l k i E  w 7 1 1 1 a ms : Wo l � a r ,  B l u m l e r . T h e  G u a rd i a n  h a s  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  l e a d i n g n a me s : D 1 p l o m a t 1 c E d l � o r . I a n  B l a c k , F o r e i g n A f f a i r s E d i t o r  Wo o l l a c o t t , E d  V u l l i a m y  s a 7 1 y �e a l e , B 1 l l 1 ng t o n , Wo l f  a n d  Wa s h i ng t o n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  M a r t i n  Wa l k e r . I t  s l l k e l y  t h a t mo s t  l e a d i ng j o u r n a l s  a r e  t o p  h e a v y  w i t h  v e r m i n t h o u g h  B a a l  n a m e s d o  no t a l w a y s  f e a t u r e  b u t  o t h e r  o c c u l t  s i g n i f i c a n t  n a m e s  d o . 
H a r r i e t  F � n s h a we w a s M i c k  J a g g e r ' s  g r a n d mo t he r . I n  H e b r e w  F a n s h a w e  me a n s  ' P a n  wh<;> l S  i n ' · B u s h  m e a n s  ' i n ma n • c f  A d m i r a l  B o b b y  R a y  I n ma n . P a n  me a n s  f a c e  w h 1 c h  .r e f l e c t s  t h e  v.e r m i n

. 
o b s e s s i o n  w i t h t h e  b o d y  a n d i t s  p a r t s  ; d e ­f e c t s , p a r t 1 c u l a r l y

.
p e c u l 1 � r i t 1 e s  l i n k e d  t o  w a l k i ng c f  G e n e s i s  3 : 1 5 ,  a n d  t � e  movem e n t s  a s s oc 1 a t e d  w 1 t h t h e ' e c s t a s i e s ' o f  p a g a n  wo r s h i p  l i k e  f r e n ­Z l e d d a n c i n g . O n e  m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t Who l e  L o t t a  S ha k i ng go i ng o n  i s  s e x u a l l y  s u gge s t i ve bu t a c t u a l l y t h e  l y r i c s  a r e  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  C a n a a n i t e  bu l l  w o r s � i p .  W r i t t e n  b y  D a v e W i l l i a m s  i t  wa s f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  f i l m G r e a t B a l l s  o f  F 1 r e , . t h e  s o �g o f  t h a t  n a me w r i t t e n  b y  O t i s  B l a c kwe l l. ? e r f o r m e d  f i r s t* by _ Va l e r l e  We l l l ng t o n  ( t he D u k e  o f  We l l i n g t o n ' s  m i d d l e  n a me wa s V a L e r i a n ) 



18. 
a nd t h e n  by J e r r y  Lee L e w i s . He , R a y  O r b i son , E lv l s  ( who ma r r i e d P r i s c i l l a 
B e a uL i e u ) a n d  J o h n n y  C a s h  a l l  b e g a n  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  w i t h Sun reco r d s  i n  
M e m p h i s  who s e  own e r  S a m  P h i l l i p s w a s  p l a yed i n  t h e  f i l m� · T r e y  W i l s on . 
A l ec B a L dw i n  p l a ye d  J e r r y ' s  c o u s i n , p r e a cher J i mm y  Swagg a r t . Whe n  C a s h  
( me a n s  s na r e  o r  t r a p ) s i ng s  ' G od g a ve me t h a t  g i r l  to l�an o n/The n He p u t  
me o n  m y  o w n / H e a v e n  h e l p  me b e  a ma n / A n d  h a v e  the s t reng th t o  s t a nd a l one/ 
I d o n ' t  l i ke i t  but I g u e s s  t h i ng s  h a p pe n  that way ' - ' t h a t  g i r l ' i s  Eve 
a n d  ' l e a n  o n ' i s  wha t the s � r p e n t  d i d  t o  h e r  i n  the Ga rden o f  E d e n . The 
n a me of Eve i s  o f t e n  evok e d ; e . g .  The Locomo t i on by L i t t l e Eva ( c f I w i l l  
f o l l ow h i m  b y  L i t t l e  P e g g y  M a r ch ) . Y o u  c a n  wo rk o u t  the Ba a l  ra t i os-m-the 
C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  l i s t s , p a g e s  4 1 1 - 4 2 0 . J u s t 4 co l umn i nc h e s  on page 4 1 5  
h a s  a r c hd e a c o n s  F o o t t i t  a nd H a n d l e y , a n d  B i s ho p s  Bone and WALK E R . The A r c h ­
�i s ho p  o f  C a n t e r b u r y  G e o r g e  C a r e y  ( me a n s  oppos i t i o n ) i s  mar r i ed t o  E i l e e n  
H a r m s wo r t h  H o o d , e t  R o b i n  H o o d , e a r l  o !  Lockes l e y . Hood me a n s  ma j e s t y  a n d  
L c k  me a n s  WALK . Th i s  m i x t ur e  o f  f a c t  a nd f a n t a s y  i s  f u l l y  j u s t i f i ed i n  th i s  
c o n t ex t  s i n c e  t h e  p s e u d o - hu m a n  verm i n  e p i c s  a n d  t r a ged i e s  a l w a y s  embr o i l i ng 
huma n s  ( w i t h o u t  whom t h e y wou l d n ' t  b o t he r  of cou r s e ) i n  the i r  s c a n d a l s , c o n  
f l i c t s  a n d  w a r s , a r e  b e s t  compa r e d  to m y t h  and fa i r y t a l e  than to g e n ­
u i ne h u m a n expe r i ence . A n n e  B o L e y n ' s  h e a d  mea n t  a s  l i t t l e  t o  her a s _ i t d i d  
t o  H e n r y  f o r  whom WoL s e y  f i xed t h i ng s  a s  WaLs i ngham d i d for E l i za b e t h � .  
T h e a t r e , f i lm a n d  TV , v i r t u a l l y  a v e r m i n  monopo l y a r e  j u s t  mo r e  d r ama by 
o t he r  m e a n s . Y o u ' l l f i nd a bnorma l B a a l  r a t i os j us t  a s  much a mong the d r am­
a t i s  p e r s o n a e  as a mong the c a s t ·.a n d  p r o d uc t i on crews . Toda y  t h e r e  we r e  
WALK E R S  o n  t h e  c r e v s  o f  t h e  Au s t r a l i a n  Ne ighbo ur s , U . K . ' s  On The Up , and 
U .  S .  Dream O n . 4/ 1 2  of t h e  team on T o y a h  W i l cox tour o f  S a l i s bu r y  f o r  Me·r ­
i d i a n  TV w e r e  B a a l s . La s t  n i g h t ' s  Co rona t i on S t r e e t  wr i t t en by �a r t i n  A l l e n 
a nd K e n  B L a k e s o n  had o n e - f oo t e d  Don g i ve n  a ha i rcu t by Den i s e O s bo r ne p l a ­
y e d  b y  D e n i s e B L a c k  who s e  r e a l d e f o rmed h a n d  ( Anne Bo l e yn a l s o h a d  a d e ­
f o rmed h a nd ) w a s  t h e  occa s i o n  f o r  a f i ve m i n u t e  d i a l og u e . M i ke Wa Ll ac e  h a d  
3 B a a l s  i n  h i s  S i x ty M i n u t e s c r ew t h e  o t he r  n i gh t . The re a r e  ma n y , ma n y  
mo r e  s u c h  t e l l t a l e  c o nv e rg e n ce s . G h o u l  r u l e  s u r e l y  w i l l  n o t  e n d  be f o r e  
t h e y  a r e  expo s e d  a n d  b y  s po t l i g h t i ng t h e  B a a l name ra t i os p a r t i c u l a r l y  tha t 
o f  WALK E R  - t h a t comb i n a t i o n o f  B a a l  n a me and moveme n t  - you c a n  expo s e  t h e� 

Y o u r s  s i nc e r e l y , 11 �  s. sF 
Ma l c o l m  s .  S p e c t o r  

* N i g h t  c l ub p e r f o rma n c e  o f  Who l e  
L o t t a  Sha k i ng G o i ng On cred i t e d  to V a l e r i e  

We l l i ng t on . 

t Vi t h  our earl i e r  f e a t u re on Xars bars we start wi t h  Graham Tay lor ,  who 
a f t e r  annou nc i ng h i s  team was asked to do an i nterv i ew f or the BBC. A 
Footba l l Assoc i at i on f u nc t i onary,  concerned that the England ma nage r was 
wea r i ng a l ogo for a company that cont r i butes FA to the F A ,  i ns i �ted t hat 
Tay l or shou l d  change . Eve nt u a l l y  the Mars logo was covered by a Kal i ber 
sweat s h i u r t  and t he i nt e r v i e w  a l l owed to go ahead . For rad i o !  <Guard i a n ,  
3 / 4 / 93 ) ,  
• Ou r Di p l o ma t i c  Correspondent wr i t e s :  Frank Yarren tookpart i n  a rad i o  
phone - i n t h i s  wee k .  Anxi ous to make po l i te conversa t i on ,  a fema l e  
produ cer asked casu a l l y : " Whatever happened t o  that boxe r ,  oh , what was 
h i sna me ,  awf u l l y  b r i g h t , I t h i nk he was a f i reman . . . ? The newspaper 
added t hat i t s  l awyers supposed l y  advi sed them not to pr i nt his repl y .  
<Guard i an ,  2 0 / 2 / 93 > . 

· 

• Comme ntary faux pas _c l a i m  t i me .  I n  the wake of a Chi nese pl ayer ca l l ed 
Sh i - T i ng < pronou nced- shyt i ng >  Yang wou l dn ' t be at Wi mbledon , BBC 
prese nter Bar r i e  Dav i s  reca l led :  " I t remi nds me of the t i me  an Ameri can 
gol f commentator t o ld v i e wers that the great Arnold P a l ma r  had a good 
l uck charm. He sa i d  h i s  wi fe wou ld k i ss h i s  ba l l s be fore he l e f t  home to 
go out and p l a y .  Rea l i s i ng wh�t he ' d  sa i tt ,  he added qu i c k l y  ' Go l f  bal l & ,  
t ha t  i s , ' and he was prompt l y  sacked ! " Ofews o :i  the 'ior l <i ,  20/ 6 / 9:3 > . 

C U F F  L UCK . A c l u e l e ss pa i r  of p r i sone rs who escaped wh i l e  ha ndc u f f ed 
toge t he r  had heard a pr i son f o l k l ore t a l e  t ha t  you c a n  brea k a pa i r  of 
handcu f f s by r u n n i ng e i t he r  s i de of a l a mp- pos t . They l ea p t  f ro m  a coach 
wh i l e be i ng taken t o  cou r t  in Read i ng ,  Be rks.  Mi ke O ' Shea , 20, and 
R i c hard J o hn,  1 7 ,  t r i ed t h i s  and bot h  broke an a r m .  A po l i ce spokesman 
sa i d :  " �hat happened to t hse chaps proves t he p r i so n  r u mo u r  is u nt r u e , 
u n l ess you ha p pe n  to be wear i ng dud cu f f s  <D Spor t , Sun -- l a t t e r  not 
me n t i o n i ng r u mou r - - 1 3 / 1 1 / 92 > . 

HEAD CASES . Sce p t i c i sm a s i de t ha t a  " l ost "  t r i be had bee n  f ou nd i n  Papua 
New Gu i nea , it is i nterest i ng t ha t  t he L i a we p  worsh i p a roc k sha ped l i ke 
a hu man head whi c h  t h e y  carry wi t h  t he m  as t he y  move f ro m  o ne c a mp to 
another t hgrough t he j u ng l e .  Sou nds j ust l i ke " ta l k i ng head" Bran o f  
Cel t i c  l ege nd f a me < D  Te l egra ph , 26 / 6 /93 > .  

ST I TCHED U P .  Br i t a i n ' s 1 , 1 49 I nner Whee l c l u bs we re conned b y  a hoax 
i n t o  k n i t t i ng woo l l y  j umpe rs f or seagu l l s to stop t he m  f reez i ng a f t e r  
resc u e  f ro m  a n  o i l  s l i ck .  O n e  conce r ned b i rd- l over se nt 1 1  mi n i  socce r 
s h i r t s ,  k n i t ted i n  t he co l ou r s  of t he Che l sea t e a m  to t he a n i ma l  we l f are 
centre in Sca r borou gh , Yorks . Xore t han 4 , 000 o t he r  w i nt e r  war me rs 
arr i ve d .  The hoa xers have not bee n  t raced <D Spo r t . 25/ 2 / 93 > . 

� �ou l d  you be l i eve a f l oc k  of sheep f l e w  whe n a l O O mp h  whi r l wi nd 
a l l e ged l y  p i cked t he m  u p  and du mped t he m  i n  a f i e l d  ha l f  a mi l e  awa y .  
The f re a k  " t w i s t e r "  whi pped through a vi l l age , r i ppi ng of f roo f s  and 
f l a t t e n i ng bu i l d i ngs . Far me r  Di l wyn Rees sa i d :  " 1  beard t h i s  t e r r i b l e  
roar and s a w  m y  Land- Rover be i ng bl own away a n d  b i t s  of roof be i ng 
s u c ked i n t o  t he a i r . " He l a t e r  f ou nd 20 of h i s  she e p  i n  h i s  ne i ghbo u r ' s  
f i e l d  a t  Pa n t yd wr , Ki d Ya l e s .  " There i s  a r i ve r  and st one wa l l s be t we e n  
u s , " h e  sa i d .  " T hey cou l d  o n l y  have bee n  b l own h e r e  by t he storm. " 

BOD I L Y F U NCT i ml S .  f he next f e w paragra phs are not f or t he squea m i s h .  
A Roya l Xar i ne was su spe c t ed ot l ea v i ng a t u r d  on t he bac k  sea t  oi a 

t a x i  i n  P l y mou t h  -- a nd may ha ve come t ram a re g i me n t  d u b be d  . . .  t he 
Logg i a s .  Troops f rom the Commando Logi st i cs Reg i me nt we re be i ng 
i n t e r v i e wed a f t e r  t he De von cabbie de manded compensa t i on to cover 
c l ea n i ng and d i s i n f ec t i ng h i s  u ph o l st e ry < Su nday Sport , 23 / 5 / 93 > . 

Another d u b i o u s  c haract e r ,  Edward Lorda n ,  of Y i t t o n ,  B i rmi ngha m ,  
drenched wome n  passers- by wi t h  u r i ne f rom a spec i a l  se t - u p  i n  h i s  c a b .  
H e  f i l l ed t he wi ndscreen rese r vo i r  w i t h  h i s  u r i ne a n d  f i t t ed a c o ppe r 
p i pe to s pray t he paveme n t . He admi i t ed f i ve charges of assau l t i ng wome n 
a nd f ou r  cou n t s  of c au s i ng cr i mi na l  damage to t he i r  c l ot hes . He got 18 
�on t h s '  proba t i on < D  Spo r t , Guard i a n ,  2 2 / 5 / 93 > . 

A prankster who l e f t  bot t l es of u r i ne on doorst eps wi th a Chr i st ma s  
message was u rged b y  doc t ors t o  g i ve h i mse l f  u p .  A G P  t e s t e d  o n e  of t he 
" sa mp l es" i n  Hon i t o n , De von , and fou nd the j oker cou l d  be i l l  < D  S t a r , D 
Spor t , 23/ 1 2 / 92 > . Not e  here contami nat i on mot i f .  

The l a t e  Robe r t  Maxwe l l  a pparent l y  wou l d  be caught short i n  h i s  ca b i n  
and t he c re w  had t h e  u ne nv i a b l e task of moppi ng u p  poo l s  of u r i ne .  A 
d i a r i s t  had ass u me d  t h i s  to be " a pocr ypha l Maxwe l l i a na" u nt i l  he heard 
Max we l l  wou l d  step out o f  his he l i copter , wa l k  t o  t he s i de of t he M i r ro r  
headq u a r t e r s  and pee o v e r  t h e  edge <Guard i a n ,  7 / 1 2 / 9 1 > .  

An o l d i e  b u t  good i e ,  ve r ba t i m, goes " Wi dow Sa ng Yeu l Lee , 35 , was 
awa rded t 1 m damages a f t e r  her husba n d ,  Ho , d i ed wh i l e u r i na t i ng o n  an 
e l e c t r i f i ed t rack" < Su n  Spor t , 23 / 5 / 93 > . 

Of cou rse , dogs a r e  t he worst o f f e nder i n  a l l t h i s .  I was a mused by a 
l e t t e r  respondi ng to a q u e r y  about cockroaches ' n i che i n  t he ec o l og i ca l  
sche me o f  t h i ng s .  I hear t i l y  e ndorse t he wr i te r ' s  sent i me n t s .  

· " Be f ore the g e ne t i c  e n g i neer s  se t t o  work on produ c i ng some t h i ng t h a t  
e a t s  cockroaches ,  c a n  I a s k  them to de ve l op a preda tor f or dogs ? They 
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a re cons i derabl y l a rger and j u i c i e r  t han cockroac hes ,  yet have even 
f e we r  redeemi ng f eat ures . - - Ge o f f  B l ack , Camb r i dge . "  

Scu l ptor Ray Bowl e r  staged an art i s i t i c  protest over pa ts fou l i ng a 
Cor n i sh beach by ma k i ng a l O f t  l ong brown scu l pture of dog shi t wi t h  
g i a n t  stee l f l i es < D  Star , 1 4 / 4 / 93 > . 

One TV revi ewer suggested t hese sewercreat ors cou ld be herded to crap 
and repl ace a few power sta t i ons a nd whe n past t he i r  pr i me  be so l d  to 
Korean restau rants whi c h  have dog on the me nu <refere nce unknown ) . 

Last l y ,  a Dr J ames J e f ferson of t he U n i versi t y  of Wiscons i n ,  se nt out 
1 , 000 questi onna i res on snot - - sor r y ,  r h i not i l l e xoma n i a ;  we l l ,  
nose p i c k i ng ,  act u a l l y .  Vh i c h  f i nger ,  do you l ookat i t ,  e t c .  Or as 
Grou cho Karx pu t i t :  " That ' s  a n i ce nose you ' ve got l ady . D i d  you p i c k  
i t  yourse l f . �  <Sun T i me s ,  2 4 / 1 1 / 9 1 ) .  

Update 
DUBI OUS TRANSM I SS I ONS . I cove red t h i s  i n  some de pth l ast i ssue and 

here ' s  more to add . I t  was eve n  t he su bj ect of the second programme i n  
the exce l l e nt Cha nne l 4 se r i es Ee r i e  I ndi ana - - my favou r i t e TV 
programme . Here a boy wi t h  braces on his teeth was rece i v i ng messages 
f rom dogs . 

B l ack Sabbat h ' s Tony l ommi wou l d  p l a y  a pre posterous gu i tar so l o  spot 
and at Bi rmi ngham Odeon , in his hometown , t h i s  was spo i led as t he 
speakers crackj l ed wi th t he message M Car 22 , cou ld you p i c k up at New 
Street stat i on trave l l i ng t o  Crad l e y  He ath . . .  " < Apocrypha l Now , Part I ,  
New Mu s 1 c a l  Express , 1 9 9 1 > .  The t e l e phone syst e m  i n  Bru sse l s  f o r  
Eu rocra ts pi cks u p  l oca l rad i o  stat� ons and passi ng taxi s pick u p  an 
e l e c t r i c  pi ano on t he i r  t wo-way rad i os and vice versa t he p i a no ' ss 
speakers < ? ! ) wou l d  crac k l e  out i n  �a l l oon , " J acques,  I can ' t  hear you . 
A l l I can hear is t h i s  awf u l  pi ano pla y i ng . " < Ne w  Sc i e nt-i st , 1 0 / 4 / 93 > . 
A l e x  �hi t ne l l ' s  new door be l l i n  Edi nburgh rang day and ni ght u nt i l  he 
di scovered that a ne i ghbou r ' s be l l  was t ransmi t t i ng on the same 
f requency <Sun Mi rror , 18 / 4 / 93 > . Pol i ce wa l ki e- t a l k i e s in Basse t l a w ,  
No t t s .  , 6 5  mi l es i n l and , p i cked u p  radi o messages be t ween Norwe g i a n  
trawl er me n  < D  Mi rror , 26 / 6 / 93 > and po l i ce c h i e f  S u p t  Chr i s  Furbe r ,  o f  
Here f ord , heard rad i o  bu f f  Ke i t h  Ha l es chatter i ng away on h i s  t e l e v i s i on 
and was t r y i ng to b l ock Ke i t h ' s bid for a bi gge r mast - - whi c h  wou l d  
sure l y  i mprove mat ters < D  Sport , 2 0 / 4 / 9 3 >  A TV s i gna l l i ng f au l t  had 
people on t he �i nya tes Green estate at Reddi tch , Wares . , rece i v i ng 
f l ashes of fore i gn sex channe l s  <D Star , 3 / 6 / 93 > . 

Meanwh i le a shocked Det roi t mu m f o u nd t he Best of Popeye video for her 
todd l e r son conta i ned eye- popp i ng hard core porn scene s .  

Ve a l so touched u pon pi l ots a l l eged l y  l os i ng cont rol through 
t ra nsmi ssi ons and a page l e ad c l a i med e l ect roni c  hand- he ld ga mes sent 
nav i ga t i ona l  equ i pme nt haywi re < Su n ,  5 / 3 / 93 >  and a DC- 1 0  comi ng in to 
la�d at New York ' s Kennedy a i rport a l most crashed because a passenger 
sw1 tched on his portable compact d i sc player < D  Sport , 1 3 / 5 / 93 > . 

A ne w t w i st to al l t h i s  came whe n g i r l s  at t l O , OOO-a-year Edga r l e y  
Ha l l  sc hool , Somerse t ,  opened c l ass s e t  text Har r i e t  t he S p y  to f i nd 
drawi ngs of pe nsi ses a nd good-sex t i ps for me n .  p u b l i shers HarperCo l l i ns 
be l i e ves t he pages were acc identa l l y i nserted whe n t he k i ds '  adve nture 
book and a sex manual were pri nted at t he same t i me  <Su n ,  28 / 6 / 93 ) .  

EMPLOYEE ' S  REV E�GE . �hen l n t roduced l r F l � ,  ppG l , iJ J  t h t s  c hd nne l was not 
rea l i se d  to bra so common or var i ed .  It ra i se s  ques t i ons of a nedotage , 
t he de l i be rat e , t he ge nu i ne error , Freud i a n  s l i p ,  a nd so o n .  The f i l e i s  
be g i nni ng t o  bu l ge ,  s o  he re a r e  a f e w  random cases . 

I Pony show bosses angered r i der A. Perr i s  by mi s pr i nt i ng h i s  name A 
pe n i s  i n  t he o f f i c i a l  programma -- t hree t i mes .  P r i nters at 
K i r kbymoors i de , N .  Yorks , o f  t he Egton Show progra mme sa i d  t he 
respons i bi l i t y  f o r  read i ng proof s  was w i t h  the show o f f i c i a l s .  
Produ c t i on d i rector Tony Bofoni sa i d :  " I ' ve c hec ked u p  a nd we o n l y 
p r i nted wha t we were t o l d  to p r i nt" < Northern Echo , Dar l i ng t o n ,  23 / 8 / 9 1 ;  
Su n ,  2 4 / 8 / 9 1 > .  

# A cooresponda n� t o  a reade r s '  q u e r i e s  f or u m  r e f e rred t o  a r e po r t  by 
Ta y l or & �a l t on , e nt i t l ed I ndust r i a l  Sabotage : Ko� i ve s  & Mea n i ngs 
< 1 97 1 > .  " They had to t hr o w  awa y  ha l f  a mi l e  o f  B l ac kpool rock l ast year , 
f or ,  i nstead of t he c u st oma r y  mot i f  r u n n i ng t hrough i t s l e ngt h ,  i t  
c a r r i e d  t he terse i nj u nc t i on ' Fuck O f f . ' A worker d i s mi ssed b y  a swe e t  
f ac t o r y  h a d  e f f ec t i ve l y  demo ns trated h i s  a nnoyance by sa botag i ng t he 
produc t  of h i s  l a bo u r "  <Guardi a n ,  7 / 1 / 9 1 > .  
I G o i ng back awhi l e ,  Br i t i s h  wor k me n  who bu i l t  Saddam H u sse i n ' s 
t5mi l l i on Baghdad pa l ace su pposedl y booby- t ra pped i t  i n  r e ta l i at i on f o r  
be i ng he l d  hostage . T h e y  r i gged i t  so e i t he r  h i s  t o i l e t  wou l d  exp l ode or 
bat hroom f l ood a nd U n i o n  J acks we re h i dde n u nder < D  Mi r r o r , 26 / 1 2 / 9 0 >  or 
i mp r i nted on < D fixpress , 26/ 1 2 / 9 0 >  p l as t e r . 

I Not an " e mp l oyee" bu t a c l a i med booby- t ra p .  Vhi l e  f i l mi ng dressed as 
a po l i ce ma n , T V  j oker J er e my Bead l e  had his t2 , 000 car phone s to l e n .  He 
rec ko ne d  he wou l d  have t he l ast l a u g h  as " t he phone ' s  boo by- t rapped . 
They won ' t be a b l e  to use i t  . . .  and i f  t hey t r y  t he y ' re i n  f or a nas t y  
s u r pr i se . " <Su n ,  D Sport , 4 / 7 / 9 2 > . Cross - re f e r e nce t h i s  t o  t he f a m i l i a t  
" s t o l e n  contami na t i ons" t he me .  

# L y ndsa y Fega n ,  s i x ,  u nwra pped her new dol l - - a nd r ou nd a sa x adve r t  
i n  t he box . T he a d , t o r n  ::: r o m  a por n  ;;ug.:1z -.. ne , p i c t u re•l a " nove l t y" sex 
organ wh t c h  .a xpands 1n wa t a r .  l t  boast ed " i t ' s ma g i c . "  Mu m Ma rgaret 
bou ght  t he l eotard- c l ad do l l  f or t l . 99 at Toys ' R ' Us in  Ha r l ow ,  Esse x .  
The a d  was' used t o  pad i t s toy spo r t s  bag .  Margare t , 4 2 , o f  Hoddesdo n , 
Hart � . ,  sa i d :  " The p i c t u r e  was ve r y  rea l i st i c . " Toys ' R ' Us branded i t  a 
" f i l t hy j oke" a nd checked a l l  t he i r  dol l boxes < sou rce not known > . 

D E V I L  CARS.  S i nce l ast l ook i ng at t he " Sa t a n i c  666w j i n x  < F F l O ,  p 1 4 > 
c ompa ny boss P e t e r  Ca v anagh , owner of a Rove r P6 -- 666 CRY -- c l a i ms  
a l l  t he p e t r o l  evaporates ove r n i ght and i t  myst e r i ous l y  moved 6 f t  f rom 
whe re he par ked it the n i ght be f ore . Pe t e r ,  o f  Car l t o n ,  near Ba r ns l e y ,  
S ?  Yorks . , was of f e r i ng i t  at t5 , 0 0 0  " bu t  i f  I ca n ' t se l l  i t  I ' l l g i ve 
i t  away . " 

Chr i s  Page gave a wa y  h i s  Vauxha l l cava l i e r  because of i ts reg p l a t e  
XUG 666 X .  H i s brother and mot her andf ather- i n- l a w  a l l d i e d  wi t h i n days o f  
r i d i ng i n  i t  < Su n ,  / / 4 / 93 ) . 

Garage boss V i l l i e  Qu i nn bou ght a 1 6 - year - o l d  A l l egro -- HFR 666S - ­

f or t45 t we n t y  mont hs p re v i ous l y .  The f i rst t i me he d r o v e  i t  the re g 
plate s na pped whe n hit  by a p i ece of cardboard in  a high  w i nd.  Soon 
a f t e r  h i s  Newcast l e  u po n  Tyne garage was ransac ked i n  a t 1 0 , 0 0 0  r a i d  
< < why di d h e  onl y b u y  so cheap a car ,  a nyway? O O .  T h e n  wi f e  Karj or i e ,  66 , 
d i ed of a heart a t t ac k  a f te r  r i d i ng i n  t he car . I n  a sec o nd ra i d  t h e  
ga rage was b u r ned d o wn  l ea vi ng h i m  wi t h  a t80 , 0 0 0  b i l l .  T he A l l egro was 
i nv o l ved in a st r i ng o f  m i nor c rashes a nd t he roof l i n i ng was f ou nd 
bu r ne d ,  wi t h  no other s i gn of a f i re . He sa i d  he p l a nned sc rappi ng t he 
car so i t  wou l d  b r i ng no one e l se bad l uc k  < Su n ,  26 / 4 / 93 ) . 

J I NX LOCO . Latest reports on errant d i e se l l oc o mo t i ve 4 7 299 < FF 1 6 ,  p8-
1 1 )  note mo r b i d l y  t ha t  i t  has had i ts doors pa i nted b l a c k  < I nt e rC i t y , 
vol . 2 0 ,  No.  9 ,  1 992 > a nd caught f i re at Hea l e y  Ki l l s ,  W. Yorks . , o n  
August 1 8  whi l st head i ng a Leeds t o  Crewe goods t ra i n  < I n t e rC i t y ,  v o l . 
2 0 ,  No . 1 1 ,  1 992 > . · I t s cheque red career was a l so r e l a t e d  f o r  mode l l ers , 
f oc u ss i ng on mod i f i ca t i o ns i t  has rece i ved < R a i l ,  Se pt . , 1 992 > . 
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CHAST I TY BELTS. I nvented by an I ta l i a n in t he lt4 t h  c e n t u r y ,  whe n t he y  
we re be t t e r  known as F l ore n t i ne g i rd l es ,  the cu mbersome i ron and ve l ve t  
c hast i t y be l t s were des i gned to protect wome n  f rom the u nwa nted adva nces 
o f  i nvaders < Ri c k  Sky co l u mn ,  0 M i rror , 8 / 4 / 93 > . Ve had a cover story on 
t hese < FF6 , p2 > ,  where we r e l ated t he case of a Peru v i a n  woma n  d y i ng ot 
a fatal i nf e c t i o n .  Perhaps t he one se n t e nce f i l l e r  t e l l i ng of the l oc k  
rust i ng a nd a nd Peru v i a n  po l i ce arrest i ng a ma n  and accu s i ng h i m  o f  h i s  
w i fe ' s  dea t h  wa s  t he sa me o n e  < D  Sport ,  1 2 / 3 / 93 > . J e w ,  and sou ndi ng 
apocryphal , was another f i l l e r c l a i mi ng secu r i t y meta l detectors at 
Be i ru t  ai rport wen t  berser k  whe n  an Arab she i kh ' s harem f i l e d  past -­

t he de v i ces had got a buzz f rom t he concu b i ne s '  chast i t y  be l t s < D  Sta r ,  
6 / 1 0 / 92 ) . 

The Beast of Exmoor i s  back accor d i ng to f a r me r  i t z gera l d ,  
Du nst e r ,  near Ki nehea d ,  Somerse t .  H e  c l a i med h i s  tough Oobe r ma n  dog was 
r i pped apa r t .  A rambl e r  f o u nd t he mu t i l ated dog , bu t i t  was put down as 
a f ront l e g  was r i pped o f f and r i gh t  h i nd l e g  was hang i ng of f .  " He 
wasn ' t  h i t  by a car , " sa i dt he f a r me r .  " I ' m  sure it was t he Beast . "  He 
sawi t a few days bef ore a cd sa i d :  " I t was t he b i ggest ca t I have ever 
see n - - certa i n l y  b i gg e r  t han my col l i e dog . " He be l i eves it had a l so 
k i l l ed a p i g l e t and a t tacked a goa t on h i s  f a r m  <D Spor t ,  22/ 7 / 93 ) . 

Ea r l i e r  a b i g  a n i ma l  charged a car be i ngdr i ve n  a l ong a cou n t r y  l a ne i n  
Somerset < l oca t i on not spec i f i e d ) . Two wome n  a nd f i ve c h i l dren 
e ncou ntered a huge b l ac k  cat wh i c h  bared i t s f a ngs and charged the car . 
Susan St r i tch s toppe d  to see i f  she had k i l l e d  i t  b u t  " t here was no 
b l ood bu t i t  l e f t  a huge dent i n  t he car . " <D Sport , 1 6 / 1 2 / 92 > . 

Stuart Gray-T hompson se nt a f ront page l ead a bout a b l a c k ,  pa n t he r ­
l i ke beast r u mo u r e d  t o  b e  prowl i ng t hroughou t · Ki ntyre <Campbe l t own 
Cou r i e r ,  4 / 1 2 / 92 > . Shephe rd Pau l G r u mo l i ,  wi t h  16 years '  e x pe r i ence , 
sa i d  i t  was a bou t t he s i ze of a b i g  dog and was perhaps a pu ma . Argy l l  
Vi l d l i f e Park owner Ka l co l m  Xoy suggested t he Dange rous V i l d  An i ma l s  Ac t 
1976 l e d  to i ts r e l ease . 

Ye i nt e r v i ewe d  po l i ce ma n  Edd i e  Be l l  on Cou n t y  Du rham ABC s i gh t i ngs 
<FF4 > .  Promoted t o  serge a n t , he be l i e ve s  f re s h  stud i es show t he r e  cou l d  

b e  up t o  t e n  wi l d  pu ma s  l oose i n  t h e  Nort h- Ea s t  < Northern Echo , 25 / 5 / 93 ; 
Har t l e pool Mai l ,  27 / 5 / 93 > . 

Yi th t he head l i ne " Sc i e n t i st conf i rms pu ma s  a re roami ng Br i ta i n" , 
t here was an i nt e rest i ng p i ece a bou t FF cont r i butor Or Ka r l  Shu ker l The 
T i mes ,  28/ 12 / Q2 ) . 

l't1 1ri111 
•P lNo�h 
• • • • • • N o w  
m o c k  m a yor of 
Mlddleton, Hart­
lepool, Is Barney 
Walls. On Easter 
Monday he was 
e l e c t e d  for t h e  
year In an area 
being encroached 
upon by a marina. 
T h e  C l e v e l a n d  
c o m m u n ity now 
c o n s t i t u t e s  4 8  
h u t s b y  t h e  
Smallcrafts Club, 
and Barney, who 
n o w  l i v e s  I n  
J e s m o n d  
G a r d e n s ,  w a s  
born In M lddleton 
in 1 937. As one 
of B ritain's rare 
mock mayors he 
has his own chain 
of office and his 
r o l e  i n v o l v e s  
o p e n i n g  f u n c ­
tions, presenting 
c h a r i ty c h e q u e s  
a n d  b e i n g  a 
s p o k e s m a n  f o r  
t h e  d o c k l a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  
(Hartlepool Star, 
6 / 5 / 9 3 ;  M a l l ,  
Hart l e p o o l ,  7/4/ 
93). 

• • • • • • • • • •  Regu l a r  reade r s  wi l l  have- see n  ment i ons of my j ou rnal i s t  pal 
Mi ke Amos. His exemp l ary Backtrack co l u mn  < Northern Echo , 2 / 7 / 93 >  had a 

corre sp o nde nt ask i ng " Yho s u r v i ved the Mu n i c h  a i r  c rash and st il l 

pl ays f oot ba l l  f or a top Eng l i sh c l u b? "  
A mos h ad e ncou nte red t he quest i on prev i ou s l y ,  some t h i ng 

a bo u t  a n  a i r  stewa rdess ' s  womb , and rang A l l e n  N i xon f or 
t he a ns we r . 

J oh n  Luk i c ,  he a nswe re d . 
S i nce t he Mu n i c h  a i r  d i saster was i n  February 1958 and 

the ba by L u k i c  arr i ved i n  Dece mbe r 1960, t h i s  meant 
t ha t  h i s  poor mot her had a mammo t h  gestat i on pe r i od of 
ge t t i n g on f or t hr e e  years.  A l l  t hose pressu r i sed 
cab i ns ,  p resumab ly . 

S t oke sley st ockbroke r N ix on was a po l oge t i c ,  but 
i ns t a n t ly remi nded of De nn i s  Hea l e y ' s compa r i son o f  Labou r  p a r ty p ol i cy 

mak i ng a nd e l e phants mat i ng :  " I t takes a l ong t i me  to get everyt h i ng i n  
place a nd about another seve n years f or t h i ngs t o  come t o  f ru i t i on . " 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  Confess i on t i me .  I fear t ha t  I shou l d  d i g  i nt o  my 
p ocke t s  bu t t here aga i n  pe rha ps t he BBC shou l d  have t he c r i s i s  of 
c onsc i e nc e . You see , I s l i pped down Cast l e  H i l l ,  at B i shopton i n  Cou nty 
Du rham , a r ou nd 1 3  years ago wh i l st f i l mi ng for t he br i e f , ill-fated 
re g i o nal M ike Nev ille show. I keep e xp e c t i ng· my u nd i gn i f i e d  desce nt t o  

23 . 
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a ppea r  on one of De n n i s llorde n '  s " coc k - u p" shows . Act u a l l y cou nc 1 l l ors 
we re asked to con t r 1 b u t e  t owards an Engl i sh Her i tage i mprove me nt sc heme 
a t  f a i r y-haunted ley c e n t r e  Cast l e  H l l l  U ou r na l , N e wcast l e ,  1 / 3 / 93 > · 

The su pposed 1 2 t h  c e n t u r y  N o r ma n  mat t e and ba i l ey cast l e  has su i t e red 
f r om severe eros i on -- w i t h  you r ed i t or part i a l l y

.
respo ns i b l e . 

Correct l y- pu nc t u at e d  graf f i t i  on a br i dge i n  Sea t on Carew,
. Cl e ve l and . 

t t t t t t t t t t  Bea r i ng story comi ng u p .  J a nuary t h i s  year sa w a w i l d  boar 
ca l l ed Bon n i e  r u n  f or her l i t e  j u st before s l aughter at C hr i s  P i nder ' s  
Vi l bor Far m, Newf i e l d ,  Cou n t y  Durham. Farmer A l a n  Di xo n  c l a i med he saw 
Bon n i e  savage one of h i s  s ha e p  so a 13-strcng possa se t f or t o  c a pt u re 
Bonn i e ,  dead or a l i ve .  P i nder a nd h i s  c h u ms  wer e  scept i ca l  a bou t c l a i ms  
con n i e  had t u rned savage . D i xon ' s wi fe sa i d  at t he l r  O x  C l ose Farm, 
Vi l l i ngton , t ha t  " so me t h i ng has k i l l e d  six of o u r  shee p .  My hus ba nd ha� 
seen o n l y t h i s  boar o nc e , but it was act u a l y  on t he shee p ' s bac k ,  
pu l l i ng a t  i t .  The a n i ma l  d i ed a f e w  hou r s  l a t e r . " <.llorthern Echo , 251 1 / 93> . I t  took a nat i ona l newspa per to ma ke t he f o l k l or i c  connec t i o n .  
R i c hard Hol l i da y  wro t e :  " Bo n n i e i s  sa i d  t o  have s t r u c k  a t  a f ar m  near 
Branc e pe t h  - - f o l l ow i ng in a n  ancest ors f ootsteps . Brace pe t h  was 
or i g i na l l y  known as Brawn ' s Pat h a f te r  a beast l y  boar t ha t  terrori sed 
t he v i l la ge 300 years ago . I t  was f i na l l y k i l l e d by a P r i nce Bi shop 
p l u ng i ng a l a nc e  i n  i ts hea r t . "  U u i l on Su nda y ,  2 4 / 1 / 93 ) . R 'i F  Poo l e  
wrote an i nterest i ng bac kground p i ece a f t e r  v i s i t i ng t he f a r m  Bon n i e  
l e f t  be h i nd < 'We e ke nd Te l egra ph , 3 0 / 1 / 93 ) . L a t e r  J a ne t  P i nder reass u red 
t he pu b l i c  Bonn i e  wou l d  be we l l  b i dde n in sprou t i ng u nde rgrowt h  - - " She 
won ' t hurt a nyone out t here . She ' s t oo shy a nd she ' l l  r u n . " <. No r t he r n  
Echo , 1 4 / 4 / 93 > . S h e  w a s  a l so see n  swi mmi ng the R i ve r  'W e a r  se vera l t i me s  
a nd was thought t o  be l i v i ng on grass r o o t s  at Bra ncepe t h .  Chr i s  P i nde r 
re i t erated -- " You ' ve got more c ha nc e  of be i ng b i t t e n  by a dog . Boars 

: .  are ve r y  t i mi d . " < No r t he r n  Ec h o ,  5 / 7 / 93 ) . ··� .�···.....a. ... . _ · ...... 
·-. .. . . ·;,?3� �'·�. 

t t t t t t t t  1*e thought t h i s  l u d i crous not i on had d i e d  a wa y  a f t e r  Donova n ' s 
Me l l ow Ye l l ow <spoo f ? >  record . Det Sgt Norman K i r t l and , of Nort h u mbr i a  
Po l i ce , t o l d  a mee t i ng i n  Su nde r l a nd , Tyne & 'Wear ,  t e e nagers u na b l e  t o  
a f ford des i gner drugs we re pe e l i ng ba nanas , e at i ng t he f r u i t  a nd dry i ng 
t he i ns i de of t he s k i n to make a t ype of canna b i s  su bst i t u t e .  w �e can ' t 
arrest c h i l dren f o r  posess i on of a banana . "  Then came t he o b l i ga t ory 
wa r n i ng t hat f or many you ngsters us i ng a banana for a " hi gh" can l ead 
t h e m  on t o taki ng harder d r u g s .  < Nort he r n  Ec ho , 6 / 7 / 93 ) . 

t t f t t t t  Are sma l l  dogs be i ng st o l e n  f o r  dog- f i ght i ng? Chr i st i ne Ha l l ,  
a n i ma l  agony a u nt o f  F r i s k i es P e t  L i ne ,  sa i d  she had r e c e i ved ca l l s f ro m  
f i ve d i st ressed owners i n  as ma n y  days . I n  S t oc k t on , C l e ve l a nd ,  a 
d i st i nc t i ve c h i h u h u a  we n t  mi ss i ng -- or was t hat because it was a 
Me x i ca n  sewer rat . . . . < Nor t he r n  Ec ho , 27 I 1 1 1 92 > . 

. . . . . . - �  
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It's  a dog's life on 
the Fens Estate 
H.AR'I'LEPOOL people have hearts of gold 
especially when tt comes to animals. 
A shaggy doe story reached my eara thi. week that 
proves that while a dog may be man's best friend, a 
dog's best friend i. usually the man's wife. 
A young lady on the Fens Estate decided to take the 
family pooch for a walk and all the way from the 
front door, round the block and along the road to 
Greatham ahe waa followed by a little poodle. 
She tried to shoo it away but failed. Eventually she 
headed for home with the little dog tagging behind. 
It followed all the way home and outaide her front 
door she decided to have a loolr. at the identity tag. 
The little poodle it seemed had trotted all the way to 
the Fena from Sedgefield. 

� i 

I i ! 
i 
� I 

To cut a lone story short, the lass eventually 
persuaded her hubbie that they should phone the 
people who the dog belonl!tld to and tell them it was 
safe. Several phone calls Tater and still no answ�r 

��;;;;�:��;;;� �.. !==_=-�=========== 
told them the dog's owners were on holiday in 
Florida for three weeks. 
It turned out that the dog bad been left with 
relatives in Hartlepool while the family were on 
vacallOD. 
The address - next door to the house on the Fens 
Est.ate where it had originnl.ly turned up. 

A SOCIAL club in the town was having a 
bit of bother with the television set. An 
engineer was called who pronounced it 
almost dead. 
He reckoned that while the sound was great, the set 
needed a new tube which was going to coat almolit a& 

much as a new set. A new tele was duly purchased 
and the old model was thrown onto a skip outaide 
the club. 
Thanld'ullr, charity ia alive and nicking in 
Hartlepoo and an enterprising club member took 

= 

the set out of the skip and passed it on to an 
acquaintance who ia blind - for the tidy sum of £30. 
My informant knows the name of the club and the 
person who perpetrated this sneaky crime but at the 
moment be's refusing to tell. Unlike the tele be's not 
making a sound. When he does I'll name names. i 

THE.MAII,, ,Solu�day, f.ep(l(Gry Q, 1993.-

I Tuning in to 
I twisted logic 
� MY piece last week about the ente.I'l?rising 

§ scally who manag�d to sell a teleVlston he 

El rescued from a skip broug�t. back 
� memories of another televtston comedy. . 

= = = 
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have been like haVIng to gtot out of your chair to turn 
over'!), u 010eial club in the town decided to invest in 
one of the new model:! without delay. 
The set arrived und wus fixed on the wall of the 
lounge complete w1th it's own swiVel bracket. Three 
days later it had been mcked. 
A new one was ordered and delivered and this time 
it lasted about a fortn ight before thievea made off 
with it along with the balls off the snooker table and 
one or two other bita and bobs. 
The third set was put in place and a month later it 
went the way of the others. 
By now the club committee were getting a bit sick of 
this and decided to ca ll an extraordinary meeting of 
the members. 
The chairman stood to address the members and launched into a vitnol.io attack on U\e •U\ieves in our midst•. He almoat cholted on hill tnnt when he wu 
confronted by an angry vo1ce l:'n the floor who placed 
the blam11 for three TV seta going m.isaing fairly and 
squarely on the heads of the committee. 
Asked how he came to thia baffii.niJ conclusion the 
wag replied " well 1t was the comnuttee who decided 
to put the TV where everybody could see it" 

3 That's the sort of logic I like. 

THE MAll, Saturday: JyJy.3; 1'993 · 

§ ON THE subject of things that women are 
� good at, it �ms that quizzes .are ce�inly 
: their forte 1f  events ut one soc1al club m the � town are anything to go by . � Rumour has it that this club has a quiz every � Sund�ty lunchtime and there are separate male and � female team>�. Wlwn the quiz is over the female 
: entries are marked ftrst >10 that the little lasses can � toddle off home and get the Sunday lunch ready E while the lac:Li have a few pinl.d. E In may sound like something out of the dark ages E but if I tell you that in the same club women are not E allowed in the bar and are not allowed to become � memben, you won't think that their caveman �lance � is too bard to believe. � Wb�tt's more, women who want to have a game of � dominoes !hope they are better at doms than tennis) � will stru�e m this backwater of smaJ.! m.tndedness. � They aren t allowed to get a set of dommoes from � bebmd the bar. . . � it's not that they �ave anythmg �lfAl?St women 
;; playing doms you 11 underst.and, 1t s Just that only § memben are allowed to borrow dominoes. 

Addressing an audience of 
businessmen, including a 
party of Texans, at the 
opening of ENRON's gas 

���d=�
i
b�o������:; ��i� 

Robson said our friends 
from the States would prob­
ably regard him as the 
English equivalent of Wel­
ter l<ronki te. 

Kronkite ia a TV news· 
man known all over the 
world. 

Eric Robson currently 
presents a jardening pro­
gramme on Tyne Tees Tele· 
vision. 

Eric: Robson 
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Magaziaesv 
FORTEAN TIMES. the Journal of Str�nge 

Phenomena. One year (six issues) UK £ 1� . US 
$30. Make cheques po able to John rown 
Publishing and send to (orteon Times, 2 Paul 
Street, Frome, Somerset, BA 1 1  1 OX. \ 

No. 67.  Pull-out colour section on 20th century 
cryptozoolo�y, dinosaur hunter interviewed and 
recent  yet t  sea rche s .  Reac t ions  to B BC 
Ghostwotch pseudo-documentary. Of interest to 
folklorists is o Calais social panic, fate of Hitler's 
body, Swedish mystery submarines and Italian 
woman mugged by space aliens in 1 954. Forum 
columnists include Oovid Sullon on leys, Andy 
Roberts on abductions and Paul Screeton on 
dubious transmissions. Usual forteon features. 
No. 68. Two excellent . approaches to the US 
cattle mutilation problem and update on U K 
horse-ripping epidemic. Fascinating interview 
with conspiracy reseorcer Mary Seal .  Kevin 
McCiure on World War I bowmen and Angel of 
Mons. Croglin Grange vampire hoax. John 
Michell on crop circles . Karl Shuker on hybrid 
feral and non-native alien big cats in the UK. 
There's a special supplement of pictorial rhe­
nomena introduced by a polled history o the 
mog. Black Madonna of Montserrat. Contribu­
tors' forum from Robert Anton Wilson, Brian lnglis 
(also obituary on him), Dennis Stacy and 
Jonathan Downes. 

STRA N G E  MAG A Z I N E .  US glossy pro­
fessional magazine equivalent to our own Forteon 
Times. From PO Box 2246, Rockville, MD, 
20847, USA . Cheques in sterling to Mark 
Chorvinsky. 4 issue sub £ 1 3.50. Available sev­
eral London book stores. 
No. 1 1 .  Novice cryptozoologist's chatty account 
of his search for two species in Belize; mo/'or in­
quiry into H P lovecraft and his writings, inc uding 
references to Anthony Roberts' work; pitted cor 
windscreens cover-up; also articles on hoofed 
mystery animals and sea cows; dwarfish South 
American entities; hoax wildman hoax; and Janet 
Bard's Ul round-up . Book reviews. 

THE LEY HUNTER . Four issues £7; $ 22 air, 
$ 1 5  surface. Dollars must be notes or drown on 
US bank account. Cheques to "Empress Ltd." 
From P 0 Box 92, Penzance, Cornwall, TR 1 8  
2Xl. 
No. 1 1 8. Oavid Cowan discusses Aboriginal lore 
with editor Paul Oevereux. Colin Wilson on timely 
Windsor mysteries rewrite. Another spirit line 
section, redefining the "dead straight" tracks 
without the grid circuitry or dowsable energy 
components. Columnists ore Nigel Pennick on 
animo loci; lourence Main on spirit lines; and Paul 
Screeton asks why 1 950s archaeologists could be , 
household names (remember pissed Glyn Daniel?) 
but not in the 1 990s. Reports on 1 992 Moot and 
an archaeologists' Neolithic Britain conference 
(ceremonies of the whore's menl). lively letters, 
particularly on man-hating Monica Sjoo, and big 
reviews section. 

!EA RTHQUEST NEWS. £ 1  inc p&p; cheoues 
to ABC Books. From P 0 Box 1 89, leigh-on-Seo, 
Essex, SS9 1 NF. 

Vol. 2, No. 1.  Back after seven-year gap it 
includes discovery of the "seventh sword" dnd 
more psychic questing updates, including 
freemasonry and other cllivalric ordt�fi. Plus how 
to start a questing group and 1 992 crop circles. 

Vol. 2, No. 2. This issue £2.50. For those 
who've followed the seven swords saga, they all come together for a ritual at a sacred site: sepa­
rately editor Andy Collins also looks at the 
Dalztels' role in the affair. Tully "saucer nests" of 
Australia put into a wider context. Photographic 
anomalies reassessed. Hoax crop formations as 
foci for parnormal phenomena. For those who e�joy Andy's adventures in the landscape, his ptece on Great T otham, Essex, will enthral I. 

NORTH E R N  UFO N EWS. £3 for 3 from Jenny Randles, 37 Heothbonk Road Cheodle Heath Stockport, Cheshire, SK3 OUP. ' ' 
No. 1 69.  The Skeptic- mog d�nlned with praise (sic) !n editorial . THankfully Robert France's ramblmgs are concluded . Usual sections on news round-up; major articles elsewhere; media mat­ters; corn c!rcle_debote; current ufo investigations; and case htstones . No. 1 60.  Editorial on TV ufo documentaries . Books of the moment. 

THE CROP WATC H E R .  Single issue £ 1  75· £6.30 for four. Cheques to The Crop Wotch�r 3 Selborne Court, T ovistock Close, Romsey Ha�ts 
S05 1 nY. ' ' 
No. 1 5 . Personalities come before ci rcles themselves: interviews with Doug Bower and editoric:'l hits at Birdsoll and Azadehedel. Plus Canadtan . 1 970s rings; events according to Robert l�vmg; Orgone93; did the 1 990 Alton Barnes � ·ctogrom r�v�ol our solar system with the then undiscovered !"'"' planet 1 992 Q B l  "� No. 
1 6. l'!ck of he?dlmes and signposting makes this confusmg to fmd your way arouna. Editorial a.c�us!s John Mic.hell <?f crop circle history re­VISI?ntsm; Bower mtervtew concluded; call upon Colm Andrews to apologise; ufo physical trace cata!ogue. entries revisitea; Schnobelgote round­up, t�cludmg sex between humans nod praying monhses; plenty more but what has a defence of Joson. Donovan's sexuality got to do with cor­nogrophy? 
PE N D RAGON. Journal of the Pendrogon Soci­ety. Sub £6 . Q. From Fred Stedmon-Jones Smithy House, Newton-by-Frodshom Cheshire' WA66SX. ' ' 

Vol XXI I I/1 . What Merlin Means to Me theme. Plus Preceval and the Red Knight; book reviews . Farewell issue from editor Eddie T ooke, so best wishes to you in retirement !aged 73, his com-' ments seemed l.i�� a post-hippte 40somet�in�). 
tOUCHSTO N E .  Published by Surrey Earth 

· Mysteries Group. Q. £2 for 4 . Cheques to J 
Goddord, 25 Albert Rood, Addlestone, Surrey, 
KT 1 5 2PX. · 

No. 35. Guidford and its numerous ghosts; ley 
dowsing in Florence . No36. Ancient stone 
seeking and odd gross semi-circle in Surrey; 
longleot model Stonehenge project; field trip to 
Hertfordshire. 

BOOKS 
U RBAN �YTHS by Phi l Hea l e y & R i c k  G l a n v i l l  l V i rg i n ,  t4 . 99 )  

T he good po i nt s  are t ha� i t ' s Br i t i sh ,  cheap and has p l e nt y  o f  tale s 
wh i c h  are new;  the down  s i de i s  t ha t  it  t r i vl a l i se s ,  i s  i nt e l l ectua l l y  
sha l l ow a nd l ac ks su bt l e t y .  

N o t  t ha t  w e  shou l d  t a ke c o n t e mpor a r y  l e ge nds t o o  ser i ou s l y ,  tha t  they 
shou l d  be sani t i sed or t ha t  t he y  requ i re academi c a na l ys i s .  Perha ps ,  at 
roo t , it is t e l l i ng t ha t  whe n i �v i ted to su bsc r i be or cont r i bu te to t h i s  
magaz i ne ,  t he a u t hors c hose t o  i g nore m y  mi ss i ve .  

I bought t h i s  a s  a Chr i st mas pr ese n t  t o  myse l f  i n  York a nd read i t  
du r i ng my e ve n i ng ba t h- t i me  swe a t  l odge r i t ua l s .  Bas i ca l l y , a l l you r o l d  
favou r i te s a r e  re t o l d  i n  anecdo t a l  fash i on ( t he y  a r e  rec i rcu l ated each 
wee k e nd in the pa i r ' s G u a rd i a n  ne ws pa pe r ' s s l ot ) ,  I f  it b r i ngs added 
awa r e ness to t he pu b l i c  a l l  we l l  and good ; even be t t e r  i f  -- u nl i ke the 
a u t hors - - i n t e rested pa rso ns pu rsue an i nt e rest in t he burgeon i ng 
l i t e r a t u r e  on t he s u bj e ct .  

A t  page 2 6  I bega n t o  f i nd ma n y  h i - t ech t a l es u nf a mi l i a r  t o  me ,  
cove r i ng sate l l i t e d i she s ,  f a x , a i r l i ne r s ,  su pe r l oos and f a ke phone s .  
There ' s  n e w  t o  me nast y t a l es a bo u t  a dog ' s d i n ne r ,  swoop i ng owl , b i st r o  
b o g  bot he r ,  a n d  so o n .  

S o me  t a l e s  s e e m  s i mp l y st u p i d  a n d  othe r s ,  I su spec t ,  a r e  made u p  o r  
j okes dressed u p .  A t  l east o n e  I d i dn ' t u nders�and a t  a l l ,  b u t  t he 
a u t hors make p l a i n t he i r  u nderstand i ng of t he bas i c  c o n c e pts and the i r  
cogn i sa nce o f  bored s u b - ed i t ors who t reasure space f i l l e rs o f  f i ve o r  so 
l i nes wi t h  sca n t  de ta i l .  

I '  11  c l ose wi t h  one whi c h  rea l l y  t i c k l ed me :  

When I was a DJ in Walkers Club, Newcastle, one of the 
regular clubbers told me a story about a Geordie lass he'd 

encountered. 

He was dancing in the club and chatting up a real bonnie 

lass, who was coming on strong. He bought her a drink and , 
they had a good laugh together. Shonly, she whispered that 

they should go back to her place, which they did. 

So they were sitting on the sofa and the lad's hand started 

to wander up the Geordie girl's thigh. Suddenly she broke 

off, slapped his face and shouted indignantly: 

'Where's yer manners. like? Tits first!' 

D I SCOVER YOUR PSYCH I C  POYERS by RODN EY DAV I ES l Aqua r i a n ,  �7 . 99 >  

Wor k i ng f rom t he premi se t ha t  t he reade r be l i e ves i n  e xt ra-se nsory 
pe rc e pt i on ,  t ha t  i t  i s  possessed by u s  a l l i n  some degree and t ha t  the 
reada r wi shes t o  d i scover more a bou t i t s appl i ca t i ons , ha exa mi nes such 
t o p i cs as t e l e pa t h y , c l a i r voyance , precog n i t i on a nd ret r oqogn i t i o n ,  a nd 
the i r  a pp l i ca t i on t hr o u gh dows i ng ,  psycho me t r y , ast r a l  proj ect i on a nd 
c ryst a l -ga z i ng ,  and t he i r  ma n i f est a t i on i n  dre a ms .  

T h e  st y l e  i s  easy , chu mmy and wi t hout l ayers of t e c h n i ca l i t i es .  A 
mi xt ure of the a necdot a l , h i st or i ca l  a nd contemporary researc h ,  i t  wi l l  
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ve l op i nn e r  

B y  Pete Falfall and Mark Schatfer 
' 

· · �� A \ 
THOSE subversive photocopied notices which get �� ' 

• pused around offices where sta1f feel they are 
unappreciated and slave-driven have become a 
branch of the publishing industry themselves. ....:pERSO� This rollection is full of mutinous memos, anti- � 
homilies and cries for help. Some are purely words. .��'· . 
others inrorporate cartoons. Y� 
Ignoring the specific American origin of many, this �r:>.�.r=c • 
reviewer can see plenty of these being copied in �--...-c:::. 

offices all over the rountry to remind bosses just who ·"I can't · aay 11 ·yOU'Ve. 
does the real work. ::: :���':!,���I �U.bed by Gralton, !3.99. ful sppllcanu to aee.• . 
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A MAN was killed and 1 1  
others were seriously Injured 
by a giant TORTOISE, it was 
revealed yesterday. 

The victims were In a pick-up 
truck which overturned and 
plunged down a gully after hitting 

Truck wrecked 
by a monster 

the massive creature 
on a road In South 
Africa. 

TlJe Zft.h!PJ G.real .Uoun lallJ tortoise, 
wblcb 1t'U bll br the 
1 U·lon truck at 40mpll. 
waddled oli unhurt. 

�p� ��pg��� 
explained: ''The men were drlviDC to work 
just before dawn. 

Crushed 
''The driver cUd not 

see the tortoise In Ilia 
headlights until the 
last moment. 

"He tried to swerve, 
but the tront wheel ran 
over the shell" 

f l�� e rr;;�:r tr::� 
crushed Slmon Jwanlbi 
34, to death near the 
East cape township of 
Graat-Relnet. 

Eleven other black 
workers sutfered broken 

By DAVE WO<>DMANSEY 
bones and Internal 
1.1\lurtes. People In a passing car alerted the 
em ergency services 
several hours after the 
crash when they spotted 
the upturned truck. 

Three victims were 
released from hospital 
after treatment. 

ltop Pre11 

< Le f t :  D 
Spor t ,  
1 9/ 1 /93 . 
R i g h t : 
Su n ,  
2 7 / l l / 92 ) 

1 MON K E Y - H A NGERS.  Desp i � t he no t e  wi t h  cont r i bu tors t ha t  a se para t e  i te m  
wou l d  b e  revi ewi ng t he Ha rt l e poo l V Gree noc k t r u mped- u p  ru mpus ,  as 1 
wr i t e ,  t h i s  saga is st i l l  i n  ! l ow - - so we ' l l have an ove r v i e w  next 
i ssu e . 

• YOURS F A I T HF U L L'/. A rau nc h y  mag ca l l ed B i t e  a ppa re nt l y  
l i sts nove l sex a i ds .  Extra strong l oz e nges F i sherman ' s  F r i e nd 
i s  desc r i be d  as an ora l se x a phrod i s i ac .  Ot hers i nc l ude a 
" Mars bar where l over boy c a n  n i bb l e  i t . " < D  Spor t , 1 5 / 7 /93 > 
a nd same pa pe r ,  same: da y ,  i n  a pre v i e w  of /Its Fa i t h f u l !  i n  t he 
f i l m  Ghost Story on T V , Ma r k  Har r i s  r e f e rr e d  to Ki c k  J agge r 
a nd Fa i t hf u l l -- " The i r  bedroom a n t i cs e ve n  t u r ned t he h u mb l e  
Ma rs ba r i nt o  t he trend i est s e x  a i d  i n  t own . I t  was X i c k  a nd 
Mar i a nne who pu t t he f u n  i n t o  wor k ,  rest and p l ay . " Then whe n 
Ma rs ba rs he l pe d  four mou n t a i neers su r v i ve Arct i c  cond i t i ons 
i n  R u ss i a ,  Andrew Parker wrote a most readda b l e ,  f a c t - f i l l ed 
a rt i c l e  on t he c hoc bar < J ou r na l ,  llewca st l e ,  17/4/93 > . Last l y  
t u f t y  t i me  wi th a spa te o f  swe e t  shop r a i ds s pa rk i ng a secu r i t y  
a l e r t  a t  Hu mbe r s i de ' s  Hess l ewood H� l l ,  bu t t he t h i e ves t u rned 
ou t t o  be a ga ng of squ i r re l s .  F i ve we re see n  scoo t i ng u p  a t ree ' �Damned Rtter louts" 
carryi ng Mars bars . < Toda y ,  17/7/93> . 

I L I CKE D .  I s i t  t he same dress we me n t i oned e ar l i e r? A dress made o f  
l i qu or i ce f rom Pont e ! ract c a k e s  a nd a l l so r t s  h a s  be e n  created by swe e t  
f ac t or y  wor kers f o r  a d i s p l ay t o  h i g h l i gh t  t h e  h i st ory of t he Yest 
�orks h i re t own . W Star , 20/7 / 93 > .  
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